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EDITOR'S NOTE 


HERITAGE 


E arly into my career as a professional, the very thought of 
being part of a brand as iconic as Playboy was nothing 
more than a recurring subject of reveries. I presumed that 
I was one of the few buyers who actually read it for the articles, 
among other things, and in that distinction, a relationship had been 
forged. 

Several years passed and the brand finally made it to Philippine 
shores as an official franchise. Upon hearing the news, I immediately 
jumped at the chance of working for the publication and eventually 
scaled its ranks through dedication and my sheer love for anything 
Playboy. The late Hugh Hefner once said, “Life is too short to be 
living someone else’s dream,” and I certainly lived mine when I got 
to helm this esteemed publication. Ten years never felt so fast. 

From the very beginning, Playboy Philippines has lived up to the 
claims of one of its more memorable taglines: Iconic. Intellectual. 
Influential. Indulgent. With Playboy being one of the world's best- 
renowned brands, the local version is iconic in its own right and 
is instantly recognizable from its logo down to the lifestyle that 
its write-ups collectively suggest. For ten years, we have churned 
out intelligent features that piqued the interests of our readers, 
influencing them to engage in critical thought and explore the depths 
of their sexual freedom all while upholding the rights of women and 
adding at least a tinge of class to their pursuits, including those 
deemed indulgent. 

I have to admit that our ten years of existence has been no 
walk in the park, with the company experiencing its share of ups 
and downs as well as enduring periods when discord loomed at 
nearly every aspect of operations. But we were resilient enough to 
constantly evolve until we found our stride and are now primed to 
entertain even more people in a variety of avenues. 

This issue is for those who have continued to support us through 
the years and the flock of new readers who would love to be part 
of our continuing history. The Playboy family welcomes all with 
open arms and the warmest of hearts. Join us for another wild ride 
towards the next ten years. 


Adam Penn 
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Billy Abeleda 

From Playmate of the Year to VP 
of the company, Billy Abeleda is 
the head bunny in charge. She 
oversees all operations, making 
sure that everything is running 
smoothly and at an optimum 
level. Having developing a love for 
managing things, she is a symbol 
of order, class, and efficiency. 
The Playboy office is this queen’s 
castle. 


Owen Reyes 


II Mayhirany 


Beauty is something that Playboy 
Philippines’ Creative Director 
and lead photographer, Owen 
Reyes, typically works with. When 
not shooting Playboy models, he 
crafts picturesque designs for 
some of the magazine covers. The 
aforementioned beauty appears to 
extend to his selfies as the talented 
lensman is a dead ringer for sexy 
provincial shooter Coco Martin. 



Paul Wenceslao 

Paul Wenceslao is a guy who loves 
to contribute. Written and edited 
articles are his contributions to 
the brand. Odd noises and dumb 
jokes are his contributions in the 
office. Cigarette smoke and poor 
karaoke performances are his 
contributions outside of the office. 
He’s the sort you would run into 
in a dark alley not because he’s a 
creep, but rather he always has 
trouble finding smoking areas. 


JJ Maghirang is a purveyor of motion. 
As video director and photographer, 
he expertly captures motion and 
adds a lick of drama and gravitas to 
his creations. Outside of the Playboy 
office, he hops from one region to 
another, leading a team of travel 
photographers and videographers to 
numerous adventures. Legends say 
he moves like the wind and shoots 
like a hurricane. 


AI lose 

Creative Associate AJ Jose shoots 
a plethora of Playboy models and 
weaves remarkable concepts during 
creative meetings. Powered by a 
glass of milk tea, the hardworking 
former intern always gives it her 
all in whatever she does, be it on the 
job, shooting portraits of friends, 
or being a wonderful owner to her 
Siberian Husky. 


Chx Alcala 

Fondly called “Momma Bunny” by 
the Playmates, Chx Alcala is the oft- 
elegantly-dressed talent director of 
Playboy Philippines. This model- 
turned-actress-turned-Playboy- 
executive possesses a keen eye for 
beauty. Having scouted a good 
number of Playmates and Asian 
Beauties as well as celebrities to 
feature - and is perpetually poised. 
Don’t let her reserved nature fool you;. 
Momma Bunny is known to grow 
fangs if you breach her house rules. 




Emerald Ridao 

Playboy Philippines’ Marketing & 
Social Media Manager, Emerald 
Ridao, is predisposed to movement. 
At the speed of an idea, she whips 
up an assortment of witticisms 
for the brand’s Facebook and 
Instagram pages. Outside of the 
office, she’s as graceful as a gazelle 
while attached to a metal rod as a 
highly experienced pole dancer. 





leffrey Infante 

Where there’s smoke, there’s fire, 
and where there’s fire, there’s 
Jeffrey Infante. The ardent Art 
Associate and IT specialist puts 
together layouts with a zeal that 
rubs off on his workmates in the 
way a spark starts brushfires. 
Outside work, he runs his own 
vape juice shop called Holy 
Smokes, a fitting name coming 
from its firebrand of an owner. 
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GADGETS 



FRIGONDAS 

The microwave revolutionized 
the way people prepared 
food by allowing near-instant 
heating capabilities. Frigondas 
attempts to recreate the 
impact that the microwave 
had except in reverse. Say 
hello to a microwave that’s 
actually capable of freezing 
and cooling food and drinks in 
mere minutes. It also doubles 
as a traditional heating 
microwave. (Vito Alip) 






FRIGONDAS 



WEATHERMAN SMART UMBRELLA 

The Weatherman Smart Umbrella uses Bluetooth technology that can be synced with iOS and An¬ 
droid by way of its own “The Weatherman” app to ensure that you’re always able to locate your 
umbrella. The app also informs you of any impending rain so that you never leave the house unpre¬ 
pared. (VA) 



MOVI PHONE 

The Movi Phone tries to carve 
out its own niche in the smart¬ 
phone ecosystem by offering 
users the capability to project 
images and video from the 
phone straight onto any sur¬ 
face. It may not offer the sheer 
power that Samsung and Ap¬ 
ple can, but it features a very 
nifty innovation in the form 
of its projection function and 
does it very well. (VA) 
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GADGETS 



LIGHT PHONE 2 

Despite how amazing smartphones 
have become and what they’re 
capable of, they can sometimes 
actually get in the way of just enjoying 
the moment. With the Light Phone 
2, you won’t have to deal with things 
like social media, emails and ads. It’s 
the perfect phone for when you want 
to disconnect but still stay reachable. 
(VA) 
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MOVIES 



DEADPOOL 2 

Ryan Reynolds reprises 
his now-signature role as 
the “Merc with a Mouth” 
in the upcoming sequel to 
2016’s Deadpool. The film 
will revolve around Wade 
Wilson and the newly- 
assembled X-Force as they 
attempt to protect a young 
mutant from the cybernet¬ 
ic mutant soldier, Cable, 
portrayed by Josh Brolin. 
Expect lots of violence, ex¬ 
plosions, and expletives in 
this super-powered romp. 
In other words, expect it to 
be every bit as awesome as 
the first him. 

(Vito Alip) 



SOLO: A STAR WARS STORY 

Set in the years in between Order-66 and A New Elope, the him will 
feature our favorite wisecracking rogue and his smuggling adventures 
prior to joining the Rebel Alliance. Alden Ehrenreich stars as the young 
Elan and he will be joined by a stellar supporting cast in Emilia Clarke, 
Woody Elarrelson, and Donald Glover. (VA) 


OCEAN’S 8 

Sandra Bullock plays the lead in this all-female spinoff of Steven 
Soderbergh’s Ocean’s series. As always, expect a star-studded cast with 
names like Anne Elathaway, Rihanna, Cate Blanchett and many many 
more of Elollywood’s leading women showing up. If you’re a fan of heist 
comedy hicks and badass women. (VA) 
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GAMES 



DETROIT: BECOME 
HUMAN 

Quantic Dream 
Platforms: PlayStation 4 

This highly ambitious third person 
action-adventure game is geared to in¬ 
troduce a whole new level of cinematic 
atmosphere to the gaming horizon. The 
story is set in a futuristic Detroit, Michi¬ 
gan where androids, who were originally 
created to serve mankind, begin to dis¬ 
cover and fight for their own sentience. 
Gameplay-wise, expect it play out like 
Heavy Rain or The Walking Dead. Some 
of the in-game choices have long term 
repercussions so better put on your 
thinking cap while playing.. (Vito Alip) 



AGONY 

Madmind Studio 

Platforms: PC, PlayStation 4, Xbox One 

Tor fans of the survival horror genre, you’re in for one HETT of a ride 
(pun intended) with this foray into the underworld. In Agony, you are 
a soul trapped literally in the pits of hell where your only way of escap¬ 
ing is to possess the bodies of demons. Tovely right? This game makes 
Outlast look like Harvest Moon. (VA) 


WE HAPPY FEW 

Compulsion Games 

Platforms: PC, PlayStation 4, Xbox One 

You can play one of the citizens of Wellington Wells - a fictional 
English City where all residents are required to partake in a mind- 
altering drug called “Joy.” The game will have you dodging cops, 
crafting tools, stealing food and more as you seek to escape the 
influence of Joy. (VA) 
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FOOD 



Mekhong, the Thai spiced spirit that's popping up at adventurous bars all over 
the country, will slap you in the face 

By MATTZURAS PHOTOGRAPHY BY MAURIZIO Dl IORIO 


If you’re searching for a liquor to challenge 
both your palate and your home mixology 
skills, look no further than Mekhong, the so- 
called spirit of Thailand. Considering its dirt- 
cheapness and popularity among tourists in 
Thailand, you may have tried this sugarcane- 
and-rice-derived stuff en route to a full-moon 
party in Pattaya, and no one would blame you 
for not remembering its idiosyncratic flavor. 
But in recent years it has ventured abroad, 
becoming a powerful tool in the arsenals of 
inventive U.S. bartenders. 

With a gingery-sweet kick that doesn’t 
quite mask its chemical undertones, Mek¬ 
hong is best avoided neat. “This is not a sip¬ 
ping whiskey,” says Andy Ricker, chef and 
owner of Portland’s lauded Pok Pok. Ricker 
first encountered the spirit at a Koh Phangan 
disco in 1987, and today he uses it in his res¬ 
taurant’s popular Khing & I cocktail (see his 
recipe at right). 

After debuting in 1941 via a governmen- 
towned distillery, Mekhong quickly became 
the top tipple for Thais, only to be dethroned 
decades later with the emergence of the 


higher-proof but equally affordable Sang- 
Som. 

“Generally speaking, the Thai whiskeys 
can be described as vaguely medicinal,” Rick¬ 
er says of both spirits. “That diesel-y flavor 
you get from distilled rice spirits is in there, 
and that sweet flavor from the cane and lots 
of residual sugar and caramel coloring too.” 

In fact, Mekhong is not a whiskey at all, 
though it’s often referred to as such. It’s 
closer to a spiced rum, but it’s not exactly 
that either. Mekhong is its own thing, and 
like a wedge of Stilton or a farmhouse cider, 
it has an assertive character that may take 
some getting used to. Tortunately, you’re free 
to experiment without blacking out: Despite 
Mekhong’s bold taste, its alcohol by volume 
measure is a relatively low 35 percent. 

Ricker suggests following the Thai exam¬ 
ple and diluting Mekhong with water, seltzer 
or cola and enjoying over a long meal. Cre¬ 
ative drinkers might substitute Mekhong into 
any cocktail that calls for spiced rum, such as 
a dark and stormy or a mai tai—or should we 
say a mai Thai? 


GLOBAL TOASTING 

Go global with this trio of 
brawny spirits representing 
three continents 



’‘M.lNKA 


• Palinka: 

A powerful brandy, 
palinka is beloved 
in Hungary, where 
locals make this 
legal moonshine 
from various fruits. 
Drink it straight or 
with soda, or try it 
in a pisco sour. 



• Aguardiente: 

Colombia’s version 
of “fire water” is 
strong on anise but 
light on alcohol, 
peaking around 29 
percent ABV. Often 
consumed neat, 
aguardiente makes 
a respectable ersatz 
pastis in cocktails. 



• Boukha: 

Depending 
on the brand, 
Tunisia’s fig 
brandy can 
taste like either 
gasoline or an 
autumn orchard. 


%fiing Q 

Pair this piquant cocktail with your 
favorite Thai dish 

3-4 thin slices of ginger, skin removed 
1.5 oz. Mekhong 1.5 oz. fresh lime juice 
1 oz. ginger simple syrup Key lime 
wedge for garnish 

Prepare 

Muddle ginger slices in cocktail shaker. 
Add Mekhong, limejuice, syrup and 
ice. Shake and pour into rocks glass. 
Garnish with lime wedge. 
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ADVISOR 


IS IT STILL ENOUGH TO BE 



JUST FRIENDS? 


Q:i 


I’ll cut to the chase—I think I’m falling in love with one of my best friends. We’ve known each 
" other for over ic years (since college), and we’ve gotten each other through some epically rough 
I patches in our lives. It’s even gotten to the point where her parents have practically adopted me. 
Recently, I’ve started noticing how absolutely gorgeous she is, inside and out. I can’t stop thinking about 
it. I really want to ask her to be my girlfriend, but I’m afraid telling her how I feel will ruin everything we 
have. She might hate me. Her family might hate me. Should I just keep this in and stay friends with her? 
But what if she’s the one? I don’t know what to do! 


A ^I think a lot of us have ex¬ 
perienced the agony of feel¬ 
wing attraction to a friend. 
And yes, it’s especially terrifying if your 
feelings have changed—that means the 
relationship will change. And change is 
always a erapshoot. It’s easy to feel para¬ 
lyzed over something like this. 

That being said, I don’t think staying 
in this emotional limbo would help you 
at all. 

I have a newsflash for you: your 
changed feelings means things have 
already changed. Trying to hang on to 
the past won’t help you at all. In fact, this 
prevents you from getting closure, which 
can only hurt you in the long run. So you 
might as well accept it and move forward. 

But wait! I’m not saying you should 
rush out right now to buy flowers and 
the services of balladeers for hire so you 
can confess to her by sunset. Hold your 
horses and step away from that romantic 
kalesa. 

What I’m saying is you should stop sim¬ 
ply feeling and start thinking about what 


you can do about your feelings. And that starts 
with actually understanding the way you feel 
about her. 

Tor example, I find it interesting that you said: 
“I think I’m falling in love.” That tells me you re¬ 
ally aren’t sure about being in love yet. 

You say you’ve been through some really tough 
times together and that you’re practically family. 
Is it possible that you’re unconsciously drawn 
to the idea of “forever” with her because you’re 
so close? Are you going through life changes that 
translate to less time with her? 

It’s worth examining whether those romantic 
feelings are actually the effect of other feelings. If 
you jump the gun on this, then you might actually 
be risking a friendship over nothing. 

Once you’ve confirmed that you’re really in 
love with her, you need to let her know. 

Chances are, she’s already noticed that 
something’s bothering you and not being able 
to help is driving her nuts. So you really shouldn’t 
avoid having this conversation. 

Now that we’ve established that, we need to 
figure out how you’re going to approach this chat. 

This requires you to pay extra attention to her 
and the situation, so you can figure out when she 


by ELEA ALMAZORA 


might be open to hearing something like this. As 
soon as you find a quiet moment with her, tell her 
in the simplest, clearest way how you feel about 
her. There’s no need to be grandiose. Just speak 
from the heart. 

And when you let her know, it’s important to 
remember this: don’t expect her to reciprocate 
your feelings, and let her know that you don’t 
expect it. If you really love her, you should care 
enough to not let your feelings override hers— 
whether or not they align. 

You may get an immediate answer. You may 
not and would need to give her space to process 
things. Either way, you’ve given her the kind of 
honesty warranted by your friendship. 

I can promise you this, though: if she really is 
the friend you say she is, you won’t completely 
lose her even if she doesn’t feel the way you do. 
Things would change, but they won’t be truly lost. 
And I hope that brings you comfort. Q 
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BUBOI AREVALO 


ARE FILIPINO WORKERS RETTER OFF WITH A 

THREE-DAY WEEKEND? 



I n March this year, Perpetual Guardian, a 
New Zealand trustee company, started its 
six-week long experiment with a new work 
arrangement. Employees were asked to 
report to work for only four days a week. 
However, no changes were made to the 
length of their standard workday, their workload 
and responsibilities, and the salaries or benefits 
they received. Effectively, they were given a three - 
day weekend for free. 

A few weeks in, Perpetual Guardian reported that 
after an initial adjustment period, the company’s 
> over 200 employees started using the extra day to 
exercise, pursue passion projects, run day-to-day 
errands, go to the dentist or spend more time with 
their loved ones. One company head called it, “life 
administration.” 

The word is still out on whether the experiment 
was a success or not, as the data collected has yet 
to be analyzed by two New Zealand universities. 
Regardless of the result, Perpetual Guardian’s ex¬ 
periment has already helped draw more interest to 
a movement sweeping across the globe, calling for a 
shorter workweek. 

Proponents often cite the huge body of research 
pointing to how long work hours and high stress lev¬ 
els have been shown to correlate with lower employ¬ 
ee engagement and poor productivity—not to men¬ 
tion debilitating diseases and runaway healthcare 
costs. 

A compressed workweek has also been shown 
to increase worker productivity, job satisfaction, 
engagement, creativity and loyalty—perhaps be¬ 
cause they are well-rested and have more control 
over their lives. One less day a week of business op¬ 
erations also means lower overhead costs for com¬ 
panies. 

So compelling is the case for a shorter workweek 
that some of the world’s largest companies, includ¬ 
ing Amazon and Google, have already taken a crack 
at it. In fact, according to a 2014 Society for Human 
Resource Management study, up to 43 percent of 
companies in the US offer some form of compressed 
workweek to some of their employees—though only 
one in 10 do so to all of their employees. 

In 2015, Sweden piloted a six-hour work day 
schedule among employees and nurses of a care 
home for the elderly, where notable productivity 
gains have been registered. Since 2000, workers in 
the Netherlands gained the right to work part-time 
in their jobs without any diminution to per-hour sal¬ 
aries or pro-rated benefits. Workweeks of less than 
40 hours are already the norm in the Netherlands, 
Ireland, Germany and Scandinavian countries 
like Denmark and Norway. 

All this begs the question—should the Philip¬ 
pines follow suit? Would it be a boon for Filipino 
workers if they had shorter workweeks? 

The House of Representatives seems to think so. 
Last August, the chamber approved HBN 6152, al¬ 
lowing companies to roll out so-called “compressed 
workweek” (CWW) schemes. 

Proponents of the measure say its enactment will 
promote business competitiveness, workplace ef¬ 
ficiency, and labor productivity. Its critics however 


caution that it will broaden the opportunity for un¬ 
scrupulous employers to exploit their employees in 
the name of “work-life balance.” 

As approved, the measure gives companies the 
flexibility to have employees report for only four 
days each week so long as they do not exceed the 
48-hour per week limit presently stipulated in the 
Labor Code. 

That means a company who registers with De¬ 
partment of Labor and Employment (DOLE) can 
implement work schemes similar to that of Scan¬ 
dinavian countries, with less-than-eight-hour 
workdays and shorter workweeks. But that also 
means, in exchange for a three-day weekend, a 
company can actually require their employees to 
work for 12 hours straight for four days a week—all 
without overtime pay. Clearly, only one of the two is 
the proletarian utopia. 

To be clear, the DOLE has already issued several 
guidelines and department orders allowing compa¬ 
nies to do this. So if enacted into law, the measure 
approved by the House simply institutionalizes 
these rules—although that also means they will be 
difficult to amend in the future. 

The deficiencies of the measure notwithstand¬ 
ing, would a shorter workweek actually alleviate the 
plight of Filipino workers? 

One might think so since 2015 data from the 
Philippine Statistics Authority showed that up to 
8 million Filipinos were overworked. This figure 
represented a 41.2-percent increase from the 5.74 
million recorded in 1995. These numbers caused 
enough alarm for Senator Grace Poe to call for an 
investigation in aid of legislation that will ensure 
“just and humane working conditions” for Filipinos. 

However, JC Punongbayan, a teaching fellow at 
the UP School of Economics, wrote in a 2017 Rappler 
article that as a percentage of the total number of 
working people, fewer Filipinos are actually “over¬ 
worked” today compared to two decades ago. 

In fact, the bigger problem hobbling the coun¬ 
try’s labor force isn’t high stress levels—but under¬ 
employment. As per the 2017 Labor Force Survey, 
up to 16 percent of employed persons said that they 
desire any of the following—additional hours of 
work in their present job, an additional job, or a new 
job altogether with longer working hours. 

Such a figure doesn’t necessarily mean 16 per¬ 
cent of the employed are workaholics looking for a 
stronger office-based fix. But that definitely means 
16 percent are looking to earn more. And that boils 
down to the longstanding issue of whether people in 
the Philippines actually receive a decent wage from 
the work they do. 

One could argue that workers in places with 
shorter workweeks are able to demand such con¬ 
ditions because they have access to good public 
services such as healthcare and well-established 
social security systems that cast wide safety nets 
for the unemployed. For many Filipinos, these social 
goods are nothing but dreams—reachable only if 
they leave the country in search of greener pastures. 

So would Filipino workers be better off if they had 
a three-day weekend? Perhaps we should talk about 
giving them a decent wage first. □ 
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^ MV WAS THIg YEAR OF FAKE NEWS: 

Will K Spurred by Russian meddling during the 
/ HI t 2016 election and the freshly anointed 

# president’s contempt for much of the 
mainstream media, multiple dictionaries added the term to their pages, 
and its usage increased 365 percent between 2016 and 2017. Collins Dic¬ 
tionary deemed it 2017s <( word of the year,” beating out such formidable 
contenders as echo chamber, Antifa and cuffing season. Never to be out¬ 
done, President Trump capped off the year by claiming he had invented 
the term, which, in addition to appearing in American newspapers since 
1890, has existed in various peripheral forms for about 500 years. 

If 2017 was the year of fake news, 2018 will, we hope, be the year 
of fact-checking. And with digital giants from Facebook to Google an¬ 
nouncing plans to add factual gatekeepers to their content systems, this 
is a good time to take the long view and clear up what’s real about fake 
news. 


1960s 


Shoot the Moon 

The penny press—a breed of 
cheap broadsheets consisting of 
sensationalized opinion and gos¬ 
sip disguised as real news—surg¬ 
es in popularity. A highlight: the 
Great Moon Hoax, a story about 
an astronomer who reportedly 
observed unicorns on the moon. 


Just Kidding 

Yippies founding father Paul 
Krassner launches The Realist , 
a monthly magazine of real and 
fake news (or, more accurately, 
satire) written by the likes of 
Ken Kesey, Richard Pryor, Lenny 
Bruce, Norman Mailer and Rob¬ 
ert Crumb. 


First Faker 

A Cincinnati Commercial Tribune 
article entitled “Secretary Brun- 
nell Declares Fake News About His 
People Is Being Telegraphed Over 
the Country” marks the first known 
appearance of the term fake news 
in print. (The hashtag will have to 
wait another 120 years or so.) 


LB J Lies 

The United States ramps up its 
involvement in the Vietnam war 
after President Lyndon Johnson 
states on national television that 
unprovoked attacks have been 
made on U.S. ships in the Gulf of 
Tonkin. The story makes national 
headlines in both The New York 
Times and The Washington Post , 
though it’s later revealed that 
some of LBJ’s remarks are false. 


In God We Trust 

Pope Gregory XY establishes the 
religious organization Congrega- 
tio de Propaganda Fide, or Con¬ 
gregation for the Propagation of 
the Faith. 


Thin Skins 

“Nothing can now be believed 
which is seen in a newspaper,” 
says President Thomas Jeffer¬ 
son, irritated that the press has 
taken a critical stance against 
him. Sound familiar? 


“The Substance Is Truth” 

Seeking to drum up support for 
American independence, Benja¬ 
min Franklin creates a fake is¬ 
sue of areal Boston newspaper, 
The Independent Chronicle. One 
concocted story accuses British 
soldiers of hiring Native Ameri¬ 
cans to scalp colonial women, 
children and soldiers. 


Martian Mayhem 

Orson Welles’s radio adaptation 
of the H.G. Wells novel The War 
of the Worlds convinces some 
listeners that aliens have landed 
on Earth—causing widespread 
panic, two heart attacks and a 
national debate about the role 
of the Federal Communications 
Commission. 


Good Night, and Good Laughs 

Chevy Chase hosts the first in¬ 
stallment of the “Weekend Up¬ 
date” news parody, Saturday 
Night Five’s longest-running re¬ 
curring sketch. 
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... IS OLD NEWS 


1988 


Tu Stultus Est 

University of Wisconsin students 
Chris Johnson and Tim Keck 
found The Onion. A few of its sa¬ 
tirical stories mistaken for real 
over the years: “Kim Jong-Un 
Named The Onion's Sexiest Man 
Alive for 2012 ,” “Conspiracy The¬ 
orist Convinces Neil Armstrong 
Moon Landing Was Faked” and 
“Harry Potter Books Spark Rise 
in Satanism Among Children.” 


1991 


Jennings & Lenin 

On ABC World News Tonight , Pe¬ 
ter Jennings reports that Soviet 
officials will auction off Vladimir 
Lenin’s body for $15 million in a 
“desperate move to raise foreign 
currency” The source? A satiri¬ 
cal piece in a Torbes supplement. 
Other U.S. media outlets follow 
the false lead; Moscow is not 
amused. 


1995 


Fact Finders 

David and Barbara Mikkelson 
launch one of the world’s first 
fact-checking websites. Today, 
Snopes.com continues to lead 
the brigade of 60-plus similar 
sites that have cropped up to keep 
pace with the spread of misinfor¬ 
mation. 




2003 


Funny Fakers 

Jon Stewart’s late-night comedy 
series The Daily Show takes spoof 
news to a new level. In a “Bush 
vs. Bush” skit, a mock split-screen 
broadcast juxtaposes contradicto¬ 
ry foreign-policy comments made 
by George W. Bush 


2016 


MAY 
Blue Bias 

A former Facebook employee 
claims in a Gizmodo report that 
the curators of the socialnetwork¬ 
ing site’s “trending” sidebar team 
shun posts with conservative view¬ 
points. 

NOVEMBER 

Only the Pizza Is Real 

A story accusing Hillary Clinton of 
running a child sex-trafficking ring 
in the basement of a Washington, 
D.C. pizza parlor goes viral—and 
continues into 2018. 

DECEMBER 
Truth Tactics 

Facebook announces partnerships 
with third-party fact-checking or¬ 
ganizations including the Poynter 
Institute and Snopes.com to com¬ 
bat “hoaxes and fake news.” 



2017 


Tabloid Cloaking 

Abusers of Google’s AdSense plat¬ 
form drop fake-news ads onto the 
home pages of fact-checking web¬ 
sites including Snopes.com and 
PolitiFact. The clickbait, disguised 
as news stories from publications 
such as Vogue and People , tricks 
readers with such headlines as 
WHY MELANIA ISN’T STAYING AT 
THE WHITE HOUSE. 


Elevating an Error 

ABC News issues a “clarification” 
and suspends journalist Brian 
Ross for reporting that former 
national security advisor Michael 
Flynn agreed to testily that Don¬ 
ald Trump had instructed him 
to communicate with Russian 
officials while Trump was still a 
candidate. (In fact, Trump didn’t 
make the request until he was 
president-elect.) “More Networks 
and "papers’ should do the same 
with their Fake News!” tweets 
Trump. 

SEPTEMBER 
Death of a Fake Newsman 
Paul Horner, prolific author of 
fake news items, dies at the age of 
38. He claimed he was the reason 
Donald Trump was elected and 
also defended his work as “politi¬ 
cal satire.” 

OCTOBER 
Heavy Meddle 

Google, Facebook and Twitter face . 
a Senate hearing after allowing 
Kremlin-linked propagandists to 
flood their platforms with false 
information designed to help Don¬ 
ald Trump win the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial election. 
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From space tourism to robots with feelings 
to the new war on drugs, eight artists and 
intellectuals weigh in on what comes next 
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SEX AND TECH 

by Bryony Cole 

When you dig beyond the headlines of virtu¬ 
al-reality porn and robot girlfriends, you find 
that the relationship between sex and technol¬ 
ogy is considerably more nuanced than two 
nerds building their dream girl in a garage. 
Teledildonics enables us to exchange sensa¬ 
tions with just about anyone with a vibrator; 
the only connection you need to worry about 
is your Bluetooth signal. Want to be better in 
bed? Download an app to connect with a sex 
coach. Want to feel better in bed? Wet your 
whistle with some cannabis lube. If you can 
dream it, it’s probably in development. The 
long and storied marriage of sex and technol¬ 
ogy—now an industry valued at an estimated 
$30 billion—presents possibilities that are 
infinite, awe-inspiring and at times terrifying. 

Of the many technologies to consider, from 
haptic suits to robots to augmentation, one of 
the fastest growing is virtual reality. With to¬ 
day’s millennial-plus audiences growing up 
with porn in their pockets, YR offers a creative 
combination of erotica and enlightenment on 
topics ranging from health to gender swap¬ 
ping to consent. 

BaDoinkVR’s Virtual Sexology, for example, 
is a YR course designed by a sex therapist (and 
hosted by a porn star) to treat premature ejac¬ 
ulation. 

Quebec filmmaker Emanuel St.-Pierre’s Do 
You NO the Limit? Consent in 360 Degrees 


takes you on a VR journey through the lens 
of ayoung woman. An encounter with a peer 
that starts out fun and flirty turns sexually 
aggressive, giving a different perspective on 
the nuances of consent. Similarly, research¬ 
ers at Emory University and Georgia Tech 
partnered on a virtual app that leads college- 
age students through a nightclub experience; 
the program is aimed at young women, who 
practice identifying “at-risk behavior” and 
how to express consent if they decide to take 
things beyond the club. 

In Australia, the VR workplace-training 
tutorial Equal Reality offers a chance to “lit¬ 
erally see from the point of view of others.” 
Leveraging VR’s deep immersiveness, it en¬ 
ables users to experience a different gender 
or race. 

In addition to educating, VR simply makes 
sex and dating more fun. Virtual-reality 
speed dating is expected to arrive this year. 
And VR is shifting sex to anewsensory level 
by engaging the nose and skin with scent re¬ 
leasers and tech that replicates touch. You 
may fear you’ll never leave the couch again, 
buttherapists argue that VR sex may help us 
shift gears from the increasingly explicit, 2-D 
world of online porn into a more personal¬ 
ized sexual world in which we transform 
from passive consumers to active partici¬ 
pants. 

Like all technology, sex tech comes with 
unique risks, including privacy and personal- 


data breaches. It also raises questions: Elow 
does sexual harassment translate into vir¬ 
tual worlds? Will AI devices eventually know 
more about our preferences than we know 
ourselves? And do we care? From cosmetic 
innovations like scrotox to apps that share 
STD tests, the future of sex tech is as vast and 
unpredictable as sex itself. 

While the possibilities grow, there’s a larg¬ 
er story around the future of sex, and it has 
nothing to do with technology; it’s about be¬ 
ing human. The keys to great sex are human 
qualities such as open communication, em¬ 
pathy, intimacy and erotic intelligence. Flow 
do we hone these skills as much as we do our 
Instagram Stories? 

Scientists have proven that touch is impor¬ 
tant for sustaining a healthy relationship, but 
it’s also essential for our survival. We might 
want to blame technology for distracting us 
with its orgasm shortcuts via apps, sexbots 
and YR, but the real mission is to take re¬ 
sponsibility for our own pleasure. See tech¬ 
nology for what it is: an additive to your sex 
life. Can it replace the real thing? Probably. 
Would you want it to? Probably not. 


Bryony Cole is the founder of Future of Sex, 
a multiplatform brand that explores the in¬ 
tersection of sexuality and technology. Season 
two of her podcast debuts March 15 onFuture- 
ofSex.org. 


www.playboyph.com MAY-JUNE 2018 


21 













RECOVERY 

by Macklemore 

Millions of people in this country struggle with 
addiction. I’m one of them. Today the disease 
claims an unprecedented number of lives. 
More than 64,000 people died from over¬ 
doses in 2016, and opioids were responsible 
for more than two thirds of these deaths. We 
are facing a public health epidemic, and so far 
our collective action to address the issue has 
fallen short. But there are concrete things we 
can and should do now that will help us move 
in the right direction. 

One thing I’ve experienced personally is 
the lack of training or awareness some doc¬ 
tors have about addiction issues. Numerous 
physicians have offered me prescriptions for 
opioids without asking me about my history 
of drug addiction. It sounds obvious, but it 
should be part of standard medical procedure 
to ask patients about their addiction history 
before prescribing drugs. This is part of a larg¬ 
er issue that needs to be addressed: Doctors 
are prescribing too many pills and are pre¬ 
scribing them for longer than necessary. We 
know opioids are extremely addictive, and we 
need to find a better way to treat chronic pain. 

Another thing we can do is shift away from 
incarcerating people with addiction issues— 
recognizing it as a disease that needs to be 
treated, not a crime that needs to be punished. 
Too many people are in jail as a result of drug 
use and addiction, and they are disproportion¬ 
ately people of color. It’s not a coincidence that 
opioid-overdose deaths have gained national 
attention now that they’re impacting middle- 
and upper-class white families. The inter¬ 
section of addiction and incarceration is just 
another example of how institutional racism 
manifests in our society. 

And maybe most important, we need better 
and more affordable access to treatment. I was 
lucky: I could afford high-quality treatment 
when I needed it. But for too many people, a 
spot in an inpatient treatment facility is simply 
unavailable and too expensive even if they do 
get in. If someone’s ready to enter treatment, 
we can’t tell them to wait 90 days. Tor me and 
so many others, this could be the difference 
between life and death. 

When I’m on drugs, I consume them in 
abundance. I went to rehab in 2008. Pills, 
lean, weed and alcohol had led me into isola¬ 
tion. I had forgotten what happiness felt like. 
I always believed I was alone with my dis¬ 
ease; my girlfriend and the drug dealers were 
probably the only people who knew how bad 
it was. What was once 30 minutes of euphoria 
became 10, then five, and then it just became 
about maintenance. I hated myself and had 
no purpose. Couldn’t write a song. Couldn’t 


find the motivation to open the blinds. Just me 
and my drugs. 

We think of drugs as a coping mechanism, 
something that helps us escape. But my truth 
is the drugs led me further from contentment. 
I didn’t escape anxiety, self-hate and depres¬ 
sion; the drugs made all those things worse. 
The temporary relief they brought me would 
always lead to more pain than I was originally 
in. 

When I’m in my active addiction, my dis¬ 
ease tells me not to tell anybody so I can keep 
using. It tells me that 1 don’t need help, that I 
can do it on my own. But I can’t do it on my 
own. I tried for years, stuck in the cycle of ad¬ 
diction. 

Going to rehab was the best decision I ever 
made, if it weren’t for rehab I wouldn’t be 
here. That’s not speculation; that is my truth. 
And for me, the rooms of recovery are what 
keep me sober. Some would say I’m not sup¬ 
posed to publicly mention them, but people 
are dying and need help. I wish I had been in¬ 
troduced to the rooms sooner. My recovery is 
centered on those programs. When I prioritize 
anything above them, that’s when the self-hate 
creeps back in and a drug sounds like the best 
solution. It isn’t. It never is. 

Addiction issues are multilayered and com¬ 
plex, and each individual has different needs. 
Chances are your family is touched by addic¬ 
tion in some way. 1 know from personal ex¬ 
perience the toll it has taken on the people I 
love the most. But I’ve also experienced the 
many blessings of recovery. I have a commu¬ 
nity of people who understand me, my story 
and what I go through on a daily basis. Our 
drug of choice might have been different, but 
we speak the same language of addiction. I feel 
understood when I’m in the rooms. 

The opioid epidemic is personal to me. I’ve 
lost nine friends to overdoses. It’s not an un¬ 
derstatement to say that I could easily have 
died too. If you know someone who is strug¬ 
gling, ask them how they’re doing, and be 
honest with them. When you’re in the midst of 
addiction, sometimes it takes someone else’s 
lens to be able to see how far gone you are. 
And if you’re struggling, know that millions 
of other people are struggling too. A huge part 
of my recovery is finding others who share my 
disease and understand on a personal level 
what I’m going through. We can make prog¬ 
ress only if we’re honest about the problem. 


Ben Haggerty (a.k.a. Macklemore) is a four¬ 
time Grammy-winning artist. In 2016 , the 
rapper-activist teamed with Barack Obama 
for the MTV documentary Prescription for 
Change: Ending America's Opioid Crisis. 


SPACEFLIGHT 

by Chris Hadfield 

Way out in interstellar space, a tiny satellite 
is speeding into the unknown. Voyager 1 has 
traveled 13 billion miles from Earth, past the 
edge of our solar system, zipping along at 
38,000 mph. It’s the farthest-ranging space¬ 
ship we’ve ever built, and even after 40 years 
it still sends a weak signal of how it’s doing¬ 
helping us understand the rest of the universe. 

Between there and here is everything we’ve 
ever done. Trom controlling fire to building 
the pyramids to typing on an iPad, our entire 
existence has occurred within this tiny corner 
of our galaxy. And humans have taken just the 
smallest of steps: Six astronauts are currently 
orbiting Earth on the Space Station, and only 
12 have walked on the moon. Just 562 of the 
110 billion people who have ever lived have 
flown in space. 

But that is about to change. 

This year, several companies are poised 
to enter the business of launching people 
into space. Boeing has built the Starliner 
and SpaceX the Dragon 2, proto-airliner-like 
ships capable of blasting tourists (and a few 
highly trained crew) all the way into orbit at 
17,500 mph—30.5 times faster than a Boe¬ 
ing 787. Jeff Bezos’s Blue Origin and Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Galactic are about to rocket 
the first paying customers above the air and 
back, weightless for several minutes as they 
glimpse the blackness of space and the curve 
of the horizon. 

With tickets starting at $250,000, the cost 
of space tourism, which the FAA predicts will 
become a billion-dollar industry by 2022, is 
still high, but risk and price are dropping as 
the technology continues to improve. NASA 
has not only made this privatization possible 
through a century of danger-filled research 
and testing, but it is now taking advantage 
of it. With low Earth orbit accessible to com¬ 
merce, the space agency can focus on what lies 
beyond. Recent policy announcements have 
also set NASA on a path to build the Deep 
Space Gateway, a space station that will orbit 
the moon. And with probes and rovers teach¬ 
ing us about Mars, we’re getting ever closer 
to the reality of an astronaut standing on the 
surface of the red planet. 

But these advancements raise two ques¬ 
tions: What do we still need to invent, and why 
explore space at all? 

We are all explorers. You learned to walk 
long before you learned to talk. The necessity 
to go see, to touch, to lick, is fundamental to 
human development and understanding. It’s 
why we grabbed earrings as babies and left 
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home at 18, and it’s why our ancestors left Af¬ 
rica and wandered the world, from Tasmania 
to Tierra del Fuego. It’s also a key part of so¬ 
cietal progress. 

Some parts of the planet were only very re¬ 
cently discovered. The first humans paddled 
ashore in New Zealand just 750 years ago, and 
footprints didn’t appear at the South Pole until 
1911. Space exploration began in ig6ijust 57 
years ago—with Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gaga¬ 
rin’s launch. 

Our exploration has always been enabled 
and limited by the technology we’ve invented. 
To leave the tropics we had to be able to con¬ 
trol fire, make clothing and construct shelter. 
We built rafts to ferry us to islands and even¬ 
tually ships to cross oceans. Gars, trains and 
planes now transport us to all corners of the 
globe. And for the first time in history, our 
rockets and spaceships allowus to venture 
beyond Earth itself. 

So why aren’t we living on the moon? 
Where are the jet packs and flying cars of The 
Jetsons? What are we waiting for? 

Engines. Rocket engines. 


When I flew the Space Shuttle and the 
Russian Soyuz, the huge motors exploding 
violently below me (as recently as 2013) were 
basically the same technology that John Glenn 
rode in 1962—essentially crazily souped-up 
jet engine 

afterburners. To get to space we still burn 
gigantic tanks of fuel as fast as we can, just 
to escape Earth’s gravity. Elon Musk has been 
improving basic rocketship design, simplify¬ 
ing it and making it reusable, but we are still 
in the coastal sailing ship era of spaceflight. 

Getting to Mars with today’s best designs 
still takes six months, each way, with no op¬ 
tion to turn around if something goes wrong. 
We need rockets to evolve as boat motors did, 
from paddles to sails to propellers. 

Fortunately, some of our brightest inven¬ 
tors are working on it right now. In a labora¬ 
tory near Houston, a magnetoplasma rocket 
is undergoing the final stages of testing for 
spaceflight, which could take place within 
three years, depending on NASA funding. 
The brainchild of seven-time Space Shuttle 
flier Franklin Ghang-Diaz, this engine has the 


potential to cut the travel time to Mars to less 
than two months. 

But for a voyage that demanding, the rocket 
needs a concentrated power source, such as 
a nuclear reactor, which is heavy and risky to 
launch. The interplanetary answer will proba¬ 
bly lie in improvements in nuclear power, and 
the Advanced Research Projects AgencyEnergy 
has laboratories across the U.S. working on 
fusion as a solution. We are tantalizingly close 
to rocket engines that can take us farther, and 
more safely, than ever before. 

The moon and Mars are patient; they’ve 
been silently waiting billions of years for us to 
come visit. We’ve sent probes and made a few 
footprints, but for the first time in history, we 
are nearly there to stay. 

The year 2018 is an exciting time to be a 
space explorer. 


Chris Hadfield is the first Canadian to 
command a spaceship. The astronaut and 
bestselling author currently hosts National 
Geographic's One Strange Rock and produces 
Rare Earth on YouTube. 
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MONOGAMY 

by Esther Perel 

The quality of our relationships determines 
the quality of our lives. So it pays to cultivate 
an erotic intelligence, which is less about sex 
than about our ability to infuse our relation¬ 
ships with a sense of aliveness, curiosity, play¬ 
fulness. Erotic intelligence is sexuality that is 
transformed by our imagination. It is the po¬ 
etics of sex—that which gives it meaning and 
color. In other words, sex is not just something 
you do, but aplace where you go inside your¬ 
self and with another. It’s the element of sex 
that actually fulfills desire. And it is an intel¬ 
ligence, meaning that it’s something you can 
acquire—you can learn it, cultivate it—for a 
healthy relationship. 

We need this intelligence in order to navi¬ 
gate accelerating changes in the way we con¬ 
nect as sexual beings. Sex is no longer just for 
procreation or simply a woman’s marital duty; 
now it is primarily rooted in pleasure and con¬ 
nection for both partners. People at 60 act as 
if they were 40. Relationships have become 
much more egalitarian, and there is a much 
greater interchangeability of roles. Social me¬ 
dia and the internet have given people more 
options, more temptation. Today you can have 
an affair while lying next to your partner in 
bed. You can escape without having to leave 
the house. 

In this environment, all relationships re¬ 
quire a certain level of openness. A healthy 


relationship will have fluidity, adaptability. A 
system that is alive and healthy can respond 
flexibly to changes—to change that comes 
from within, to change that comes with new 
goals, to change 

that comes with health conditions. If you’re 
aging, for example, you don’t make love the 
same way you used to—but that doesn’t mean 
the satisfaction can’t be equally deep. 

The meaning of monogamy itself has deep¬ 
ly changed. For most of history, monogamy 
meant being with one person for life. Today 
monogamy means one person at a time. Peo¬ 
ple tell you they are monogamous in all their 
relationships, plural, and that makes sense to 
us in away it wouldn’t have 50 years ago. It’s a 
revolution—a concept that has fundamentally 
changed its meaning. 

Monogamy in heterosexual relationships 
is still primarily defined as sexual exclusiv¬ 
ity. But there is a big shift taking place in that 
monogamy is now considered a continuum, 
not a fixed line. That continuum needs to be 
explored, negotiated and defined by every 
couple. They must ask: Where do we draw 
the boundaries? Where would we experience 
abreach of trust? For some people monogamy 
is about emotional, not sexual, commitment 
to a primary partner. Plenty of people con¬ 
sider themselves deeply monogamous even if 
they are not sexually exclusive. The only way 
to know what your partner thinks is through 
safe conversations about difficult questions. 


Today the term the new monogamy is fast 
becoming established, and alternative ar¬ 
rangements are burgeoning. Couples are ex¬ 
ploring different agreements around bound¬ 
aries, from totally closed (excluding sexual, 
sensual or emotional connection with others 
outside the relationship) to totally open (in 
which both partners may fully explore these 
connections with people besides their primary 
partner, so long as the primary partner retains 

top priority in the relationship). Some cou¬ 
ples share fantasies or read erotica together. 
Others have license to flirt but draw the line 
at realizing the possibilities. Some make a dis¬ 
tinction between sex for love and sex for fun, 
reserving the latter for swingers’ weekends or 
sexparties. 

The possibilities are endless, but they are 
rarely discussed. Not long ago, when people 
were divorced they were embarrassed to talk 
about it. We used to think divorced people 
were inferior or thatthey had failed. Now- 
people have no problem telling you that they 
are divorced, but the majority of people who 
are exploring alternative renderings of mo¬ 
nogamy are not open about it. In the future, 
perhaps we won’t just assume that sexual ex¬ 
clusivity is morally or emotionally superior. 

Tools to help people build healthy relation¬ 
ships will evolve in new ways. I think podcasts 
represent an amazing technology. They’re in¬ 
timate, and yet they’re collective. I produce 
and host a podcast called Where Should We 
Begin? in which couples allow a one-time 
therapy session with me to be recorded and 
edited (with names changed for their privacy). 
It has become a sort of public health campaign 
for relationships. Millions of people listen, 
from Chad to France and from Australia to the 
U.S. People love it because they can learn from 
listening to others, from hearing the conversa¬ 
tions they may want to have. And the podcast 
is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to 
what technology can do for couples therapy. 

In the years ahead, we will see the roles of 
apps, websites and even robots and dolls con¬ 
tinue to expand at the intersection of technol¬ 
ogy and relationships. To me they’re creating 
a new vocabulary that will give us new ways to 
connect, as writing letters or making phone 
calls (or even faxing) once did. Relationships 
are changing so rapidly, and there is a tre¬ 
mendous need for guidance. That is one thing 
likely to remain the same. 


Esther Perel is the best-selling author of The 
State of Affairs and Mating in Captivity. Her 
latest project, Rekindling Desire 2.0, is a cur¬ 
riculum of e-courses for couples and individu¬ 
als; it launches this spring at EstherPerel.com. 
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THE ENVIRONMENT 

by Cristina Mittermeier 
We are all living in a house with a burning 
roof. Our planet is suffering the consequences 
of increased carbon dioxide in the Earth’s at¬ 
mosphere, decreased oxygen in its oceans, the 
disappearance or decline of many species, the 
wholesale destruction of entire ecosystems. 
All these problems are linked to human activ¬ 
ity, as science has unequivocally shown. 

What’s our plan to put out the fire? It’s as if 
we sit stunned, watching the flames and na¬ 
ively waiting to be saved by Superman. Shall 
we wait for government to formulate a plan 
or for industry to find some profit motivation 
to save Earth? How can we ensure that our 
planet remains livable roo years from now? 

To consider the future, let’s first take a look 
at the present. Our oceans, for example—the 
planet’s largest habitat—are choked with 
plastics. Coral reefs are threatened and dying. 
Ice caps and polar habitats are shrinking at an 
alarming rate. It’s a troubling picture. Govern¬ 
ment and industry will need to step up and 
take bold action to protect our environment. 
But the truth is, we cannot wait to be saved. 
Each one of us, individually, must become the 
superheroes of our own story. And we need to 
begin now. 

The good news? This is doable. We can all 
become advocates for a sustainable environ¬ 
ment. There are concrete steps we can take— 
easy things. Stop using single-use plastics 
(such as drinking straws, water bottles and 
ear swabs). Buy wild-caught fish and fish from 
sustainable fisheries only, instead of farmed 
product. Commute via bicycle or public trans¬ 
portation whenever possible. 

Changing our behavior to help save the 
planet will require a cultural shift, but we 


have achieved this before. Remember the 
ozone layer? Back in the mid-1980s it became 
an unavoidable topic at dinner parties and 
the water cooler. Scientists, alarmed by data 
showing a growing hole in that segment of the 
atmosphere, were the first to raise the red flag; 
soon the story made the six o’clock news and 
the daily papers. A ban on ozone-destroying 
chlorofluorocarbons, found in many consum¬ 
er products at the time, was denounced by big 
industry. But the public 

heard the warnings and quit buying prod¬ 
ucts containing CFCs. Industry noticed and 
eventually removed the chemical compounds 
from their wares. Today the ozone hole is heal¬ 
ing. 

Thanks in part to social media and other 
advances in communication technology, today 
cultural shifts can take place with remarkable 
speed. Meanwhile, reconnecting with nature 
helps motivate us to protect it. Taking friends 
snorkeling in a river can open their eyes to a 
world of conservation. Beachcombing with a 
child can instill a lifelong love for nature. Shar¬ 
ing photos and stories about the environmen¬ 
tal issues close to your heart on social media 
can generate interest and change minds. Post¬ 
ing about the Earth you love on Instagram or 
Facebook is notslacktivism; it’s engaging with 
your community. It matters. So pull on your 
imaginary superhero spandex. We can save 
our home. 


Cristina Mittermeier is a contributor toNa- 
tional Geographic , the executive director and 
vision lead of SeaLegacy , and the founder of 
the International League of Conservation Pho¬ 
tographers. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMEND¬ 
MENT 

by Kamala Lopez 

Did you know women do not have equal 
rights under the U.S. Constitution? If you 
didn’t, you’re hardly alone. In fact, though 
94 percent of Americans believe that men 
and women are inherently equal, 80 percent 
mistakenly believe that constitutional equal¬ 
ity is guaranteed, according to a recent poll 
commissioned by the Equal Rights Amend¬ 
ment Coalition. As surprising as this may 
sound, women are still not guaranteed basic 
equality under federal law. 

“Certainly the Constitution does not re¬ 
quire discrimination on the basis of sex,” the 
late conservative Supreme Court Justice An¬ 
tonin Scalia once explained. “The only issue 
is whether it prohibits it. It doesn’t.” 

So women don’t have equal rights in the 
Constitution. Big deal. We’ve established all 
kinds of other legal rights and protections. 
We’ve reformed or phased out the antiquat¬ 
ed “spheres of influence” laws, which stipu¬ 
lated that a woman didn’t have a separate le¬ 
gal existence from her husband and limited 
women’s rights to the home. So it doesn’t 
matter, right? Wrong. Well, not wrong,but 
not enough. 

Enter the Equal Rights Amendment, 
or ERA, a 95-year-old piece of legislation 
that was buried in Congress in 1982, three 
states short of the 38-state ratification re¬ 
quirement. Had it received passage before 
Congress’s deadline, the ERA would have 
become the 27th Amendment and constitu¬ 
tionally guaranteed comprehensive equal 
rights for women for the first time in his¬ 
tory. 

Its exclusion from our foundational law 
document has major negative implications 
in all women’s lives, not the least of which is 
apersistent gender wage gap that increases 
based on race, with white American women 
making 79 cents, African American women 
63 cents and Latinas 54 cents on the white 
male dollar for work of the same or greater 
value. 

The ERA can kick off the change; without 
it, no real change is possible. Constitutional 
amendments, unlike laws and statutes, can¬ 
not be changed by a simple majority vote. 
They cannot be dismissed with the flick 
of a pen or the wave of an arched wrist or 
used as a political football. They are the only 
guarantees that last from one generation to 
the next. American women and girls don’t 
have this guarantee, and we need it more 
than ever. We need it now. 

With women performing more than 110 
million hours of unpaid labor per year, our 
obligations at home have changed little since 
the 1950s, yet we ’rejoining the workforce in 
record numbers—not by choice but out of 
necessity. According to the U.S. Department 
of Labor, 75 percent of school-age children 
today have working mothers. 
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Our time and our bank accounts are not 
the only things at stake. According to the Na¬ 
tional Network to End Domestic Violence, at 
least three women die every day at the hands 
of intimate partners, in part as a result of the 
Supreme Courtprecedentthatpolice depart¬ 
ments may respond to mandatory restrain¬ 
ing orders at their discretion. 

Opponents of the ERA repeat tired argu¬ 
ments that sound like an Archie Bunker re¬ 
run. 

The main complaint—that the amend¬ 
ment somehow opens the door to abortion 
rights— is ignorant. In reality, abortion 
rights are already constitutionally guaran¬ 
teed, and not on the basis of gender equality 
but on the right to privacy. From warnings 
that women would risk mandatory draft re¬ 
quirements to claims that widows would for¬ 
feit their rights to social security, the majority 
of dissenting arguments are either irrelevant 
or unsubstantiated. But the most disingenu¬ 
ous anti-ERA argument of all is that we sim¬ 
ply don’t need it anymore. 

If the past two years in America have prov¬ 
en anything, it’s that the level of cognitive dis¬ 
sonance for women has reached its break¬ 
ing point. We are contending with the stark 
contradiction of electing a Pussy Grabber in 
Chief while filling streets, cities and countries 
with our bodies, our outrage, our multitudi¬ 
nous demands and our #MeToo movements. 


What many of us have not realized is that our 
government, systems and institutions oper¬ 
ate on the premise that women shall not have 
equal rights. The bottom line: The game is 
rigged, and it’s time to change the rules. Step 
one: Ratify the ERA. 

So where is the ERA today and what can 
we do to push it over the finish line? In 1982, 
when the deadline Congress imposed on the 
ERA expired, so did most efforts to complete 
ratification. After more than 35 years of in¬ 
action, 

Nevada ratified the ERA last spring. We are 
now only two states away from the 38 needed 
to finish the job. 

As I write this, I’m in Virginia, urging the 
state legislature to pull the ERA out of com¬ 
mittee and put it on the floor for a vote this 
legislative calendar year. Activists are gearing 
up to do the same in Arizona, Illinois, North 
Carolina, Georgia and the rest of the 14 states 
that remain unratified. 

Whether achieving ratification after the 
deadline will result in the immediate imple¬ 
mentation of the ERA remains to be seen. 
Opponents argue that the original deadline 
must stand and that the federal time line 
trumps states’ rights to ratify. Supporters 
and legal experts are confident of legal vic¬ 
tory based on precedent, including recent 
Supreme Court rulings favoring basic civil 
rights protections despite strong opposition. 


To those who do not agree, the Equal 
Rights Amendment is not going away. Woe 
be to the state legislator willing to publicly 
oppose basic equality for women. We’ll see 
you in November. 


Kamala Lopez is the creator of the 2016 
documentary turned movement Equal Means 
Equal She is currently producing the All Girl 
Full Equality comedy special with artistactiv- 
ist Natalie White and Carolines on Broadway 
founder Caroline ELirsch. 

MUSIC 

by David Guetta 

I often wish I could see what the future will 
bring, because new sounds always excite me 
the most in music. That’s why I became a pro¬ 
ducer. 

1 have a few guesses as to how you and I will 
experience music a few years down the road. 
For one, I’m optimistic about how we’ll listen 
to recorded music—and how artists will be 
compensated for their efforts. Streaming has 
completely changed the industry in the past 
few years, so much so that illegal downloading 
is less of a threat, in my opinion. In the past, 
it was far easier and far cheaper to download 
music illegally than legally, but now listeners 
are able to enjoy music through services that 
are relatively inexpensive, convenient and easy 
to use. Better yet, they work. Thanks to these 
streaming services, record labels are able to 
make money again, which is of course good 
for everyone. I wish these profits were being 
shared more fairly with artists, but 1 believe 
we’ll get to that point soon. 

Meanwhile, live shows remain the primary 
source of revenue for artists, and albums have 
become less relevant from a commercial point 
of view. Don’t worry: That doesn’t mean art¬ 
ists will stop shaping their work into cohesive 
packages. I keep making albums for artistic 
reasons, because I believe this format allows 
for more creativity. The formats and econom¬ 
ics might change, but the satisfaction of a killer 
full-length never will. 

Electronic music festivals are still success¬ 
ful and are evolving with the times. It’s pretty 
spectacular, for example, to see the develop¬ 
ment of Ultra around the world. Tomorrow- 
land is another festival killing it right now, 
along with many others, but multi-genre fes¬ 
tivals are really on fire at the moment. Now 
that connecting and collaborating with artists 
across the globe is as easy as opening your lap¬ 
top, I expect festivals to feature more and more 
fresh sounds in more and more places. 

As far as what specific sounds will emerge 
and catch fire—well, no one can reliably pre- 
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diet that. Latin music was definitely the domi¬ 
nant new crossover style in 2017, with Brazilian 
funk also becoming more popular internation¬ 
ally. Underground club music (house-techno) 
is super trendy at the moment and will prob¬ 
ably get even bigger this year. But as much as 
we might like to peer around the corner and 
catch a glimpse of the next big sound, remem¬ 
ber: Knowing what’s around the corner would 
rob us of the thrill of discovery! And the core 
qualities of musicconnection, emotion, move¬ 
ment—remain as strong as ever. Even in our 
hyperconnected and ever more virtual age, 
some things don’t change. 


Two-time Grammy winner David Guetta 
is one of the world's most successful DJ-pro- 
ducers. His seventh album is due out later this 
year. 

THE FUTURE 

by Tim Kreider 

“Ultimately there will be scheduled areas [for 
outdoor sex]—we give it another five or six 
years.” That quote, from The Joy of Sex by Alex 
Comfort, only seems more poignant as time 
passes. Tirst published in 1972, the book was 
populated with a pair of hirsute lovers illus¬ 
trated by Chris Toss, an artist better known for 
his chunky, bristling spaceships on countless 
science-fiction novel covers. The Joy of Sex 
turned out to be a sort of science fiction too, 
depicting an overly optimistic sexual utopia— 
an enlightened free-for-all where sexual re¬ 
pression and jealousy would be vestigial. 

It’s a common fallacy of science-fiction writ¬ 
ers and other futurists to extrapolate from the 
present moment in a straight-line trajectory: 
If we went from the Wright brothers to Neil 


Armstrong in only 66 years, then surely by 
2035 we’ll all be living in bubble-dome cities 
on Mars; if we got from Kinsey to Lovelace 
in 24 years, then by 1978 we’ll be fucking in 
the Sheep Meadow in Central Park. But his¬ 
tory isn’t linear. It’s more like climate: It may 
be inexorably trending warmer, but that’s 
not to say there won’t still be blizzards. The 
manned space program kind of petered out 
after Apollo, 

and there were, alas, no reserved sections for 
sex in public parks by 1978. A decade after its 
initial publication, the ethos of The Joy of Sex 
was already dated. In 1988, Hunter S. Thomp¬ 
son, in Generation of Swine, wrote, “What 
do you say...about a generation that has been 
taught that rain is poison and sex is death?” 

In away, we’re now living in what would 
have seemed like a sexual utopia to people in 
the 1970s. If you’re halfway decent-looking you 
can, in theory, swipe through profiles of po¬ 
tential partners and pick one to have sex with 
within the hour. It’s also a far better world for 
those who fall outside the narrow band of vis¬ 
ible wavelengths on the Kinsey scale that used 
to be called “normal.” When I was in a subur¬ 
ban high school in the 1980s, “gay” was just a 
generic epithet and being “out” as homosexual 
would have been unimaginable. Now being 
gay, bisexual, transgender or nonbinary is ac¬ 
cepted across growing swaths of the country. 

But there’s also a certain bloodlessness 
about hookup culture, a dread of intimacy 
that might seem creepy to the evangelists of 
free love. The phrase to catchfeelings (as in 
“Oh shit, I caught feelings for him”) equates 
love with a virus. The kids of this decade might 
also seem weirdly prudish and inhibited in 
ways that would’ve shocked Comfort’s hip¬ 
pies. I understood that I was living in a dif¬ 


ferent world when a 20-something guy told 
me the story of how he and his girlfriend 
met in college: They’d started making out 
at a party, but then they were like, “Whoa, 
we’ve both been drinking; we better stop and 
wait till we’re sober.” My first impulse was to 
tell him, “Neither you nor anyone else would 
be alive if everyone before you had thought 
that way,” but I felt I would be speaking out 
in defense of drunk driving or smoking on 
airplanes—a reactionary crank longing for 
the bad old days. 

Likewise, our pornographic dystopia might 
make 1960s champions of free expression 
second-guess their absolutist stance on the 
Tirst Amendment. The extent to which porn 
has permeated the landscape is almost in¬ 
visible to us now; I still remember my own 
priggish wince the first time I saw a store 
called Shoegasm. I can count on one hand 
the number of images of naked women I had 
seen by the age of 13 (including the arche¬ 
typical tattered PLAYBOY Centerfold in the 
woods). It’s hard to imagine how it must de¬ 
form the psyches of adolescent boys to have 
seen 800,000 digitally airbrushed women 
displaying their gaping anuses, or to assume 
that the natural culmination of the sex act 
is the facial. I know of a woman who actu¬ 
ally bought her teenage son a subscription 
to PLAYBOY as a healthy corrective to inter¬ 
net porn. Imagine telling that story to your 
13-year-old self. 

It’s easy to mock or abhor the taboos and 
mores of 50 years ago; it’s a lot less obvious 
which of our own obviously right ideas and 
sane values our children will mock and abhor. 
Take Lolita. “What a fabulous shiny moral ba¬ 
rometer that movie looked like in 1962, when 
it was new,” Michael Herr writes, speaking of 
the film adaptation in his book Kubrick, “and 
how we loved which way we thought the wind 
was going to blow.” (Herr wasn’t waxing nos¬ 
talgic about social acceptance of pedophilia 
but rather, I think, about that film’s knowing 
smirk at Eisenhower-era hypocrisy, its insinu¬ 
ation that the real perverts are the “normals” 
all around Humbert.) Audiences in 1962 were 
scandalized by the sexualization of 14-yearold 
Sue Lyon in that film; nowyou can buy your 
pubescent daughter pants with PINK or JUICY 
written in glitter across the ass. 

Right now, in the early days of 2018, it seems 
as if the more control conservatives gain over 
the government, the more ground they lose in 
the culture. The wind is blowing leftward— 
the definition of marriage expanding, the very 
concept of dimorphic gender eroding, the ca¬ 
reers of sexual predators imploding one after 
another. But winds have been known to shift, 
and the weather, as we all know, is getting 
strange. 


Tim Kreider is a New York-based writer and 
cartoonist whose new essay collection , I Wrote 
This Book Because I Tove You , is out now from 
Simon & Schuster. 
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V 

FEATURE 

A JOURNEY 

THROUGH THE 
RABBIT HOLE: 


THE EVOLUTION OF PLAYBOY PHILIPPINES 


For lc years, Playboy Philippines has been a tastemaker, a purveyor of sexual freedom, 
and a premier source of entertainment for all mature readers. The brand has endured 
countless ordeals through the years, including those that seemed insurmountable, but 
still remains undeterred in its quest to serve stimulating content to its readers. 


BY PAUL WENGESLAO 


I n an earlier age when 
the internet had yet 
to be founded and 
the primary sources 
of information were 
television and vari¬ 
ous publications, 
Playboy was one of 
the adult Filipino male’s best 
sources of entertainment and 
worst kept secrets. Filipino kids 
knew where their dads stashed 
their Playboys - coming as ei¬ 
ther eye-opening introductions 
or supplementary material to sex 
education - and borrowed the 
magazines to ogle at or to brag 
to schoolmates. And the cycle 
repeated itself when those teens 
reached adulthood and had kids 
of their own. This had been the 
dynamic for much of the latter 


half of the 20th century. 

Playboy’s notoriety and the 
reverence that the brand com¬ 
mands had already swept the 
globe when it decided to expand 
its operations to Southeast Asia 
beyond the turn of the 21st cen¬ 
tury, and one of their targets was 
the Philippines, an event that 
would diversify the brand’s his¬ 
tory and change local dynamics 
in regard to the popular publi¬ 
cation. As the longest running 
Playboy franchise in Asia, Play¬ 
boy Philippines would become a 
cultural phenomenon that lion¬ 
izes sexual and intellectual free¬ 
dom and serves as a tastemaker 
with the aim to turn men into 
sophisticated gentlemen. 

However, to get to its current 
pedestal, the brand had to en- 



Playboy COO, Cooper Hefner and Playboy Philippines' CEO, Sam Cu. 
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dure countless trials and tribulations for 
years, and at one point, nearly sank un¬ 
der its own weight as it harbored discord 
and variance from within its underbelly 
and floundered in shark-infested waters 
otherwise known as the Philippine pub¬ 
lishing industry. There were also doubts 
that the magazine would continue, but it 
eventually regained its form and is now 
primed to gain a lion’s share of its audi¬ 
ence locally and beyond. 

The early years 

In April 2008, Playboy Philippines 
published its very first issues, featuring 
beauty queen Priscilla Meirelles on the 


cover and Philippines Next Top Model 
contestants Joy Pagurayan and Weng 
Santos as Playmates. The magazine bore 
a striking resemblance to the US edition 
of Playboy both in aesthetics and the 
way nudity is affixed to the title. 

Though the company was poised for 
success after releasing a succession of 
noteworthy issues, a lot of growing pains 
were present. The models were superb, 
but the staff was plagued with creative 
differences - some were lost to rival 
publications while others left to find 
more agreeable environments. There 
was also an element that appeared to be 
lacking based on the accounts of long- 
running staff members: identity. 


The models were the very definition 
Filipina beauty and the articles were ex¬ 
ceptionally written, but the look and feel 
of the magazine was a bit too American. 
From the onset, there was nothing in¬ 
trinsically wrong as that was an element 
expected from an influential American 
import, but it was due for evolution - 
a process that will see the magazine 
morph from a well-made offshoot into a 
distinguished Filipino title. 

Despite its early problems, Playboy 
Philippines awarded its very first Play¬ 
mate of the Year to Billy Abeleda in 2010 
and established successful events and 
promos like Rock the Rabbit, Frisky Fri¬ 
day, and the Playboy Academy. 



The Playboy Philippines headquarters in Eastwood. The Playboy bar (above) is the favorite spot for relaxation among the staff and Playmates alike. Playboy HQ would not be 
complete without a photography studio, a conference room where remarkable concepts come to life and a library to generate ideas. 
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WITH THINGS SUDDENLY ON THE UPSWING, THE BRAND IS NOW LOOKING TO 
BOTH HEIGHTEN THE CALIBER OF ITS PRESENT OFFERINGS AND EXPLORE NEW 
GROUND TO AFFORD ITS MARKET A WIDER SCOPE OF ENTERTAINMENT. 


Trying times 

The process of evolution wasn’t ex¬ 
actly gentle to Playboy Philippines. The 
outfit had to go through several staff 
overhauls during the middle years of its 
10-year existence, and the same applied 
for the models. There were those who 
opted to stick with the brand - one such 
example: Billy Abeleda who went from 
Playmate to Playmate of the Year, to tal¬ 
ent executive, all the way to the current 
VP of operations - and there were mod¬ 
els who simply fled after appearing on 
the magazine. 

This period from 2011 to 2015, how¬ 
ever, wasn’t devoid of bright spots. In 
fact, this period was considered a peak 
of sorts as the brand soared to new 
heights in regard to public approval. 
Two new Playmates of the Year were 
awarded in Sky Aisuru (2011) and Jobie 
Quinn (2012). The magazine was able to 
land celebrities like Aubrey Miles, Wil¬ 
ma Doesnt, LJ Reyes, Nina, Mae dela 
Cerna, Mara Lopez, Iwa Moto, Valerie 
Concepcion, and the Mocha Girls on 
the cover of their respective issues. The 
company had hired figures instrumen¬ 
tal to its growth, which include former 
creative director Raymond Saldana, 
then-graphic artist Owen Reyes, and 
former intern AJ Jose; and retained a 
reliable and flexible employee in IT 
specialist and eventual art associate 
Jeffrey Infante. But a plethora of issues 
eventually trumped whatever success 
the company had built. 

The local iteration of Playboy was 
plagued with problems across the 
board, from the staff to the talent, all 
the way to below satisfactory sales. 
And the streak of setbacks didn’t end 
there - another concern managed 
to catch the brand off-guard: print¬ 
ing. Many of the printing firms at the 
time had sworn to produce copies of 
rival brands exclusively. As such, the 
title was forced to go digital - a move 
deemed risky at best since not a lot of 
people then were accustomed to shop¬ 
ping for goods online. 


Closure had already crossed the 
mind of Playboy Philippines CEO Sam 
Cu multiple times, but he opted to stay 
strong and address the company’s con¬ 
cerns one-by-one instead of taking on 
the myriad of problems collectively. It 
was then when a semblance of hope fi¬ 
nally materialized: the new roster of 
employees the company had hired were 
not only in sync with Sam’s vision for 
the company, they also intended to ex¬ 
pand on that vision. 

Raymond, Owen, Jeffrey and the rest 
of the crew had taken it upon them¬ 
selves to implement a new look to the 
magazine, which Sam agreed to. The 
design is deemed to be “ever-evolving” 
as it was slated to change every so often 
to perpetually provide something fresh 
for the readers. More Philippine write¬ 
ups were also added to boost local flavor. 


As for the staffing issues, interns were 
hired in the process to help out, and to 
this day two of them are still working 
with the company, AJ - who now works 
as a fulltime creative associate for the 
brand - and Nor Santos who contrib¬ 
utes articles for the magazine. The team 
size was also cut down, which dramati¬ 
cally shortened the time spent in idea 
generation, approval, and execution. 

A strategic return 

In spite of its renewed drive, the com¬ 
pany suffered a bit of a setback when it 
took a long time to finish the then-new 
office in Eastwood. For a time, upon va¬ 
cating the premises of the Ortigas office, 
the staff was forced to work at home un¬ 
til it was able to move to the Eastwood 
office and some of its members were 



Frisky Friday Live. The Playboy crew (above) after a successful show. Up and coming models audition to become 
an official Playboy model (above right). FFL Flost Emerald Ridao primed for another exciting episode (below). 

A bird's eye view of the show from behind the camera. 
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The ladies of Playboy Philippines. (From L-R) Junmae Natura, Josephine Jose, Linkee Cousnard, Olie Pabustan, VP Billy Abeleda, Chx Alcala, Nora delos Reyes, Emerald Ridao, AJ Jose and Aria Xu. 



The gentlemen. (From L-R) Paul Wenceslao, JJ Maghirang, Owen Reyes and Jeffrey Infante. 


again lost to other companies. However, 
the few people who remained were de¬ 
termined to go full throttle in steering 
the company towards its deemed pedes¬ 
tal on the market. 

Billy Abeleda, who wore the mantle 
of internal VP in 2015, went on to as¬ 
semble a team that she saw fit to propel 
the company to the good graces of a new 
generation of readers, culminating in 
the inclusion of model/actress-turned- 
talent-director Chx Alcala, social media 
manager Emerald Ridao, AJ Jose as cre¬ 
ative associate, distinguished videogra- 
pher and photographer JJ Maghirang as 
video director, and contributing editor 
Paul Wenceslao. 

Meanwhile, Sam saw the opportunity 
of turning an old promo into a quirky 
social media-based program that pres¬ 
ents Playboy models as “vixens of sub¬ 
stance,” Frisky Friday Live. He would 
then appoint the company’s social me¬ 
dia manager as its host, a move lauded 
by everyone in the office and later on, 
the show’s viewers. 

Furthermore, a new Playmate of the 
Year was finally named in 2017, Say 
David, who was immediately met with 
praises by both the company and her 
multitudes of supporters. She contin¬ 
ues to represent the company with pride 
and the carries the gravitas befitting an 
iconic global brand. 


With things suddenly on the upswing, 
the brand is now looking to both height¬ 
en the caliber of its present offerings 
and explore new ground to afford its 
market a wider scope of entertainment. 
A bunch of fresh video programs are in 
the works; a deal with a local channel 
is being eyed; and putting up a Playboy 


bar isn’t outside the realm of possibility. 
Lofty as these ideas are, however, the 
team behind the local bunny brand re¬ 
mains grounded and attributes it to one 
universal decree: evolution. For them, it 
is what fuels Playboy Philippines to go 
on, even beyond their respective ten¬ 
ures. □ 
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And there were three. In a batch of exceptionally lovely ladies, three stood out 
from the pack to become the contenders for the 2018 Playmate of the Year title: 
Maine Eugenio, Rob Guinto, and Janine Rivera. These three can make any heart 
swoon and any normal man weak in the knees. 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY 

OWEN REYES 

WORDS BY MARCO SUMAYAO 


MAKE UP BY CHARDIE NINO 
STYLING BY OLIE PABUSTAN 
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Ten years ago, none of these ladies expected to be where they are now, and 
how every single story in that decade would bring out the best in them. 


A lot can happen in 10 years. 

Ten years ago, Playboy Phil¬ 
ippines published its very 
first issue. Since then, we’ve 
had over a hundred Filipina 
Playmates grace our pages, we’ve printed 
82 stellar issues, and we’ve celebrated ev¬ 
ery single moment in dozens of unforget¬ 
table parties. Lives can, and usually are, 
completely transformed in the span of a 
decade, and it’s always nice to look back 
every now and then to see how far you’ve 
come. 

And so, for our 10th anniversary issue, 
we asked a trio of Perfect 10s—Playmate 
of the Year candidates Maine Eugenio, 
Rob Guinto, and Janine Rivera—to share 
a little about what they were like when our 
magazine published its maiden issue, and 
how they’ve changed since then. What we 
learned made us fall in love with each of 
them a little more. 

Around this time ten years ago, Maine 
Eugenio was dancing on television for a 
show that once booted her for being un¬ 
derage. 

“Ever since I was a kid, I loved to dance,” 
she explains. “Then one time, we were 
watching TV, and we found out that the 
show was looking for dancers for a girl 
group they were forming. I wanted to give 
it a try. I had nothing to lose, anyway.” 

The only problem was, auditions were 
open to only to women aged 18 years and 
older, and Maine was 16. So she did what 
any person chasing their dream would do: 
she got someone else’s birth certificate and 
passed it off as her own. 

It worked, for the most part. Maine made 
it through an arduous audition process 
and was selected as part of the 15 dancers 
who would form the final group. But, as 
on any properly run show, the producers 
ran background checks on their new tal¬ 
ents. Maine got caught and was let go. That 
wasn’t the end of it, however. 

“After about 2 years, it turned out 1 
wasn’t the only one lying about my age,” 
Maine learned. Four of the other finalists 
turned out to be underage, too, and slots 
opened up for new dancers. The show’s 
producers remembered Maine from her 


original audition and called her back. The 
job was hers—legally, now that she was of 
age. 

For a while, everything went smoothly 
for Maine. She was living out her best 
fife, dancing on a show she’d grown up 
watching. She worked alongside some 
of her idols. She grew tremendously as a 
performer, learning to stand on her own, 
professionally, without insecurity weigh¬ 
ing her down. And then she got pregnant. 

“In this industry, at the time, you had to 
choose between keeping the kid, or keep¬ 
ing your job. I chose my kid.” 

That would’ve brought a dramatic, bit¬ 
tersweet ending to Maine’s entertainment 
career, if she hadn’t been so determined to 
keep it. 

“At the time I had my baby, they’d tell me 
1 had no future,” she shares. “I thought, 
'Wait; is that what we’re basing our success 
on now? Whether or not you have a kid?’ 
1 didn’t agree with that. I’ve come this far 
not only to come this far.” 

So Maine bucked the odds and started 
dancing again, this time for smaller shows 
in clubs and conventions. A talent agent 
later found her and convinced her to join 
a girl group that would eventually become 
RockChx, and Maine’s been hitting the 
stage with them ever since. 

Along the way, she found herself espous¬ 
ing an advocacy that led her to Playboy 
Philippines: “A lot of young moms like me 
lose confidence about their bodies. Sexy is 
'big butts, big boobs, perfect skin.’ I want 
to inspire women who don’t have a lot of 
self-confidence; we’re all beautiful. We’re 
all unique in our own way.” 

At the age of 12, Rob Guinto was caught 
in the throes of puppy love, living out a 
romance that fit perfectly in a local tele¬ 
novela. 

“I had a crush on him,” she says of the 
first boy to win her heart. “We had just 
moved into the neighborhood, and I had 
no idea he had a crush on me, too. At the 
time, we had a store nearby. So what he’d 
do was buy some snacks from us and try to 
sneak a peek at me through the windows.” 

Eventually, those little peeks grew to 
something more. “Tie started bringing 


flowers to my house, with his dad coming 
along! Ele’d bring me three flowers every 
day. Then, on my birthday the next year, 
he brought me a dozen and a teddy bear. 
It was the first time anything like that had 
ever happened to me!” 

Rob ended up getting into her first re¬ 
lationship with him, and things couldn’t 
have been easier for the happy couple. The 
boy’s family ended up moving next door 
to hers, and the two neighbors ended up 
spending a lot of time together. Unfortu¬ 
nately, that’s when things started to turn 
sour. 

“Things were a little too intense with my 
boyfriend. It got in the way of my studies. 
But I was too hard-headed to listen to my 
parents, and so I fought for us. My parents 
were eventually forced to make me move 
back to Bulacan,” she says. “I tried to make 
things work out long-distance with him.” 

Looking back on this, Rob realizes how 
much she’d grown as a person since then. 
She never really understood why her par¬ 
ents were telling her to stay away from the 
boy, especially since he’d already formed 
a close relationship with her mother. She 
might’ve been a little too immature to re¬ 
alize that they saw something in him she 
didn’t. 

Later on in high school, she’d learn that 
he had another girlfriend, and that he 
had a kid with her. It was a rough lesson 
learned, but it did teach her to trust her 
parents more. 

Which, it turns out, made becoming a 
Playmate an easier decision than most. 
“My mom is a huge Playboy fan,” Rob ex¬ 
plains, laughing. “Nearly all of her stuff is 
Playboy-branded. A lot of the Playboy stuff 
I use actually comes from her! She was so 
happy and so supportive when I got into 
the magazine.” 

Being a Playmate also helped her over¬ 
come some issues she had with sexuality. 
“I used to prefer more 'wholesome’ proj¬ 
ects before. I used to think lowly of people 
who used their sex appeal to get famous. 
But after doing the shoots, 1 ended up 
getting more comfortable with my body. 
I started embracing my sexy side. And I 
started having fun with it!” 
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“/ want to inspire women who 
don’t have a lot of self-confidence, 
we’re all beautiful.” 
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Janine Rivera, to our surprise, used to 
hide her feminine side underneath baggy 
clothes and a permanent snarl. 

Janine stifles a giggle as she talks about her 
ten-year old self. “I was a bully! I was a gang¬ 
ster! I wore big shorts and took awful selfies! 
I used to street dance with my crew. We’d join 
village competitions and everything.” 

When she wasn’t putting on her best bitch- 
face for the camera, decked out in streetwear 
and her lashes caked in eyeliner, Janine found 
herself getting into fights with the other girls. 
It wasn’t so much that she hated them; she 
just didn’t want to deal with the emotional 
politics that came into play between ten-year 
olds. 

“You always have to think about what 
they’re thinking,” she explains. “And because 
of that, you need to kind of control what 
you’re doing, because if they don’t like it, 
they’ll pick a fight with you.” 

On the flipside, being one of the boys just 
made life a lot less complicated. “With the 
guys, it doesn’t matter how you look, what 
you say, what your style is, or whatever it 
is you do with your life. They don’t care! 
[laughs] You don’t have to be ‘girly’ around 
them.” 

“Sometimes, other girls still call me a ‘flirt’ 
because I hang out with so many guys. But 


honestly, I’m really just more comfortable 
around them!,” she adds. 

As it was, modeling wasn’t in the cards 
for Janine. She’d always assumed she’d be a 
flight attendant—she had the height and the 
looks, after all—and live an unremarkable 
life. All that changed when a photographer 
asked if he could shoot her. 

“My first thought was, ‘Why?!’,” she says, 
laughing. “I mean, I knew I looked decent, 
but back then, I hadn’t really developed in 
this way yet.” 

She decided to go for it, anyway, and took to 
it like a fish to water. Soon enough, she found 
herself being booked for modeling gigs, both 
in print and at events. To the people who 
grew up with her, this was a huge surprise. 

“My friends were like, ‘Whoa, what hap¬ 
pened to you?!’ I used to be so shy that I’d 
hide from people. 1 didn’t even like having 
my picture taken! But I ended up enjoying it. I 
got used to the people; I got used to the cam¬ 
eras. And I just started having fun with it!” 

Janine’s career took an even more interest¬ 
ing turn during one of her more... pungent 
gigs. 

“I was working at a gamefowl expo, the sort 
where everything was about chickens and 
roosters and what they eat. As in the moment 
you opened the doors, this really bad smell 


greeted you!,” she shares. “I saw some Play¬ 
boy talent scouts walk in and set up a go-see 
in the back room. I decided to give it a try, 
even though I didn’t think I would get the job. 
I mean, there were so many beautiful women 
there, and I... look like a bitch, [laughs]” 

“Then one day, they called me in for an 
interview. I was shocked. I mean, I had no 
name to myself yet. I should’ve been the one 
calling them! I did the interview, and shortly 
after, they asked if I was ready to shoot the 
very next day!” 

Since then, Janine hasn’t had much trouble 
booking gigs. And her life has changed tre¬ 
mendously from when she was just a shy 
girl who fit in better with the boys. “I never 
expected I’d get to the point where people 
would pay me to take photos of me! Every 
day, 1 meet all sorts of new people, to the 
point where I can’t remember most of their 
names. It’s been so much fun!” 

Ten years ago, none of these ladies ex¬ 
pected to be where they are now, and how 
every single story in that decade would bring 
out the best in them. Between Maine’s fiery 
determination, Rob’s romantic heart, and 
Janine’s endearing sense of humor, there’s a 
lot to love about each of them. Ten years from 
now, we’re pretty sure there’ll be even more. 
□ 
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PLAYBOY’S PARTY |OKES 


A pparently there’s a new dominatrix robot 
that can whip, spank and taunt just like a 
real flesh-and-blood dungeon mistress. The 
only hard part is remembering the robot’s 
safe word, which is control-alt-function-com¬ 
mand-escapeshift-bananas 



D onald Trump’s taxes are a lot like the 
pipes under your toilet. Most people will 
never see them, and they’re probably full of 
shit. 

A doctor entered his office and addressed his 
Ylpatient, a young man. “I’m sorry,” the doc¬ 
tor said, “but I’m afraid you don’t have long to 
live.” The man was stunned. 

“What is it, doc?” he said. “What did yo 
find?” 

The doctor put his hand on the man’s 
shoulder and said, “It’s not what I found, it’s 
what your wife found: your Tinder account.” 

T he most common relationship problem of 
the future will be trying to explain to Siri 
why you just called her Alexa. 


A tuxedo-clad kid is on his way to senior 
iiprom. His dad stops him at the door. 
TATHER: Before you go, I want to give you a 
piece of advice. SON: Sure, Dad. 


TATHER: It’s very simple, son. Just be your¬ 
self and don’t do anything stupid. SON: [long- 
pause] Well, which one is it? 


T his April Fools’ Day, walk into your ex’s 
house, grab something out of the fridge 
and start telling her about your day. Then 
pause, say “Oh, right!” and leave. 

I n the future, instead of voting for congress¬ 
men, you’ll just pay your taxes into a vend¬ 
ing machine that will automatically vote again- 
styour interests. 

W ith their wedding date finally set, the 
bride-to-be snuggled up to her fiance 
and said, “Honey, I want to make love before 
we get married.” 

“But it won’t be long until July, dear,” he 
replied. 

“Oh,” she exclaimed enthusiastically. “And 
how long will it be then?” 

E ntering a casino restroom to purchase 
condoms for what he hoped would be 
a pleasant end to the evening, a young man 
found a drunk standing at the vending ma¬ 
chine, pouring in a steady stream of coins 
and tossing the condoms into a hat. Afraid 
he wouldn’t get his needed supplies, the man 
asked if he could use the machine just once. 

“Are you nuts?” the drunk replied. “Em on 
a winning streak.” 

S tarbucks isn’t really that expensive when 
you consider what Victoria’s Secret charg¬ 
es per cup. 

S ent to prison as a first-time offender, a 
former English instructor was told by a 
longtime inmate that if he made amorous 
advances toward the warden’s wife, she’d get 
him released quickly. 

“But I can’t do that,” the professor pro¬ 
tested. “R’s improper to end a sentence with 
a proposition.” 

T he dating app Bumble has a new feature 
called Bizz, which matches users with po¬ 
tential employers in their area. Apparently the 
economy is so bad that people would rather 
cruise for job jobs than for blowjobs. 

L awmakers approved abill to legalize mari¬ 
juana in the state of Texas. Great, now no 
one will remember the Alamo. 


R esearchers in New Mexico have found 
that most beards carry trace amounts of 
fecal matter. Not surprisingly, researchers 
also found that most soul patches carry trace 
amounts of douche. 

S cientists recently tried to simulate sexual 
intercourse with a robot equipped with ar¬ 
tificial intelligence. The attempt was not suc¬ 
cessful: The robot had a headache. 

S ign spotted in a massage-parlor window: 
COME IN! WE KNEAD YOUR BUSINESS! 

C heck out the latest literary craze: books 
written for grown-ups but based on be¬ 
loved young-adult and children’s titles. Among 
them, Are You There , God? It's Me, Darryl 
Strawberry; Frog and Toad Are Friends. ..With 
Benefits; and The Tittle Engine That Could Fel- 
late Itself. 
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BY NOR SANTOS 


Celebrating Playboy Philippines’ tenth-year anniversary, a selection of the most iconic and truly 
remarkable covers brings to the table a taste of nostalgia and a delicious trip down memory lane. 



On Wild Waters (June 2011) 

The bombshell who off-handed ly captured the hearts (among otherthings) of count¬ 
less Filipino men surely sent their paychecks flying when this cover was published. Being the 
damsel in every man’s fantasy, it was a dream too good to be true when Aubrey Miles finally 
emerged on the pages of Playboy Philippines. In spite of motherhood, the sultry temptress re¬ 
mains to be one of the country’s most beguiling women. 









Love, Mara Lopez (May-June 2016) 


With her countless outings in both indie and mainstream films, the appearance of 
then 25-year-old actress and surfer Mara Isabella Yokohama or simply Mara Lopez, 
still came as a pleasant surprise. Mara proudly showcased her perfectly sun-kissed 
skin and statuesque beach body. Splendidly framed against the turquoise water 
caressing her figure, her cover is without a doubt one of the most aesthetically pleas¬ 
ing. 


The Rise of the Fallen Angel 

(October 2011 - Alternate Covers) 


Who would ever forget the cover of the very first Playboy 
Philippines Playmate of the Year (PMOY), Billy Abeleda? The 
May 2008 Playmate ultimately made history when she was 
crowned Playmate of the Year in 2010. Not only is she the first 
of her kind, Billy is also revered for her lethal dose of beauty, 
body, and brains, setting a high bar for future Playmates to 
follow, especially for those vying for the Playmate of the Year 
title. 


Rock the Rabbit (September 2011 - Alternate Covers) 


Of only four issues that featured men on the cover, Pinoy rock 
legend Joey “Pepe” Smith’s is the most exceptional. Exuding a 
kosher ambience of sex, rock, and roll, the ‘Himig Natin’ singer is 
flanked by a slew of leather-clad Playmates. Pepe Smith’s cover 
has also set a precedent for the subsequent years, ultimately 
laying down the September issue to be the special entertain¬ 
ment and music issue of Playboy Philippines. 
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The Entertainment Issue 

(July-August 2013 - Alternate Covers) 


From the fourteen finalists of the fifth season of a hit reali¬ 
ty show, Princess Tinkerbell Cristina Marjorie Pedere Snell, later 
known by her stage name Nathalie Hart, basked in the limelight of 
the 2013 entertainment issue. The contrast of the dark and light 
versions of her alternate covers makes for a remarkable visage, 
deeming the dual versions of the issue as collectors’ items. 


The Playboy Women (January-February 2013 - Alternate Covers) 


As a celebration of the 60 years of Playboy, Playboy Philippines brought 
together the most beautiful Playmates from eleven countries in its first ever 
international gala. The “global, magnetic and rare” cover is graced by the Play¬ 
mates from Venezuela, Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Latvia, Croatia, Germa¬ 
ny, South Africa, Slovakia, Serbia, and the Philippines’ own Sky Aisuru. Follow¬ 
ing this, the January - February issue of 2014 took a page from this issue and 
also featured numerous international Playmates on its cover. 




The Beauty of Travel (July-August 2017 - Alternate Covers) 


Latvian Playmate, Zane Helda, made a splash in the cover of the 
July 2017 issue. Eager to take you to paradise, it’s no wonder that 
Zane had effortlessly made the readers fall for her hook, line, and 
sinker. Garnering over 14,000 views on the video teaser of her picto¬ 
rial, she is easily one of the most beloved international vixens to have 
adorned the pages of the magazine. 












The Indulgence Issue (January-February 2015) 


Twelve of the hottest local Playmates through the years were 
invited to a madcap party to turn the new year into a frisky and 
playful pictorial. Intermingling fairy tale camp with vampy allure, 
the cover is an eye-opening tribute to the visuals of Alice in Won¬ 
derland. Best of all, the ladies showcased the wonderland that is 
their inner beauty from right beneath their undergarments. 


Embracing All Colors (April 2012 - Alternate Covers) 


Pinay supermodel and actress, Wilma Doesnt, bared her 
all as she reveled in the pride of her skin, which came with 
a powerful message - women who have fought against all 
odds for freedom and recognition have a corollary right to be 
their own beautiful, powerful selves and not lesser versions 
of others. Furthemore, her inclusion in the dozens of cover 
women of Playboy is an ode to the brand’s solemn canon of 
celebrating women regardless of race, class, language, or re¬ 
ligion. 

Among the more than 80 or so covers of Playboy Philip¬ 
pines that have delighted, astounded, influenced and sparked 
debate, these were the few that quickly generated a lot of 
interest from the brand’s readers. Notwithstanding a maga¬ 
zine’s passive role in being a stimuli to society, many a moon 
has bore witness that certain covers have the power to make 
one pick it up and treat it as a most preferred conversational 
piece. And you can expect more covers of note in the upcom¬ 
ing years. □ 
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The Playmates of the World (January-February 2014) 


Featuring the Playmates from Latvia, Poland, Serbia, Netherlands, South 
Africa, Romania, Croatia, Israel, Slovakia and our very own Jobie Quinn 
strewn on the floor portraying the iconic bunny logo of Playboy, this cover 
has proven to be one of the reader favorites. Being the second issue to fea¬ 
ture international Playmates, it became much-anticipated and was quick to 
sell out in bookstores. 
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“In a sea of mestizo models > I will stand 
out,” she proudly declares. “You don’t 
have to be white to be a model. If you 
want to be part ofPlayboy, workfor it. 
Don’t just dream; work hard; getfit!” 


S hot in a home adorned with classic wooden 
accents and a contemporary design, Miss 
June Jessa Masarita blended right in when 
she entered the vicinity. She is, for all intents 
and purposes, a modern Filipina whose ide¬ 
ology meshes that of today’s forward-thinking society 
with classic Filipino pride and warmth. Daring and un- 
apologetic, the alluring morena has no qualms speaking 
her mind and speaking louder through her actions. 

Hailing from Naga City, the Bicol native uprooted her 
life and moved to Manila in 2017 to glide past her com¬ 
fort zone and pursue a career in modeling. Though the 
25-year-old bombshell has participated in bikini opens 
and modeled in fashion shows, it wasn’t until after she 
moved to the big city that she began chasing her passion 
in modeling full-throttle. Her late start doesn’t faze the 
alluring go-getter though; she pursues her career with a 
blazing kind of zeal one only sees in rising stars. 

Secure of who she is, Jessa doesn’t try to be anything 
she’s not. She is proud of her caramel skin and advises 
aspiring models to embrace their natural color. 

“In a sea of mestiza models, I will stand out,” she 
proudly declares. “You don’t have to be white to be a 
model. If you want to be part of Playboy, work for it. 
Don’t just dream; work hard; get fit!” 

She taps on her temple as she continues, “Work on 
this too. Be a woman with substance.” And a woman of 
substance, she is. The spitfire champions gender equal¬ 
ity, espousing the fair treatment of women in a still-pa¬ 
triarchal society. She enthuses, “Women have a place in 
the workforce; we don’t just belong at home anymore.” 

Though she works hard, the former party-girl con¬ 
fesses to a quieter side that speaks volumes of her slow¬ 
er-paced, provincial upbringing. She admits to being a 


homebody who enjoys travel when she has free time, 
believing that “it’s good for the soul.” Furthermore, her 
pride in her heritage is underscored when she discusses 
her favorite hobby. 

“I want to explore the Philippines. Batanes is on top 
of my bucket list; I’d like to see the lighthouse and visit 
the Honesty Coffee Shop.” She continues, “It would be a 
dream to travel with someone I like. He could surprise 
me with flights all around the Philippines - that would 
be the best date.” 

Jessa professes a weakness for bald guys with good 
shoulders and a bit of a gut. “I like dad bods, cuddling 
with them feels good,” she admits. Think Jason Statham 
or Vin Diesel with a beer belly. She gamely adds, “And I 
prefer bad boys - especially in the bedroom. It’s not the 
size of the boat, but the motion of the ocean! The size is 
just a bonus!” 

Jessa uses her body as a canvas, painting her skin with 
tattoos that carry varying degrees of significance. Cur¬ 
rently home to four tattoos, her body proudly carries 
mementos; each artwork commemorates a milestone in 
her life that she intended to immortalize. Placed tanta- 
lizingly on a rib, her first tattoo is a Fatin quote by Ovid: 
£ Fove is a kind of warfare.’ On the opposite side, you will 
find another Fatin quote that translates to £ A woman 
when inflamed by love or by hatred will dare everything.’ 

She confesses, “I used to be afraid of needles. I had a 
boyfriend who encouraged me to get a tattoo - he even 
decided on the quote. I did it after we broke up; the first 
tattoo was because of him but the second one was for 
me.” 

These choices speak volumes about Jessa’s personal¬ 
ity. And her third and fourth tattoos? Well, that’s for you 
to find out. Q 
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She taps on her temple as she continues , (( Work on this too. Be a woman with substance ” 

And a woman of substance, she is. 
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PLAYBOY INTERVIEW 

STEPHEN HAWKING 

A candid conversation with the physicist some call Einstein’s successor about 
coping with disease, the universe and—just possibly—time travel. 


“In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth.... And God made two great 
lights; the greater light to rule the day, and 
the lesser light to rule the night; He made 
the stars also.... Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
And on the seventh day God ended His work 
which He had made; and He rested on the 
seventh day from all His work which He had 
made.” 

If there is some dispute over this Biblical 
version of how the universe began, there is 
little dispute that the universe did, indeed, 
begin somehow. But in contemplating the 
topic, some of life’s great unanswered ques¬ 
tions arise: How did all of this—we, this 
earth, this universe—happen? These are 
also known as the eternal questions, the 
ones that have always had a claim on man¬ 
kind’s sense of wonder. 

What makes this month’s interview sub¬ 
ject remarkable, among other things, is that 
he may be one of the few humans to have 
answers to these questions. In a held where 
genius is commonplace, physicist Stephen 
W. Hawking is described by his peers as “the 
intellectual successor to Einstein.” 

But his intellectual prowess is only one 
of the things that set Hawking apart from 
most people. Tor the past 27 years, he has 



“Before my condition was diagnosed, I had been 
bored with life. But after I came out of the hospital, 
I had a dream I was to be executed. I suddenly 
realized there were a lot of worthwhile things I could 
still do.” 


been slowly dying of a motor neuron dis¬ 
ease, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, com¬ 
monly called Tou Gehrig’s disease. As the 
disease has progressed, he has been con¬ 
fined to a wheelchair, virtually unable to 
move, and has, within the past four years, 
been unable to speak. The disease has not 
affected his mind, however, and in the view 
of some of his peers, his intellectual power 
may have been enhanced since the onset of 
the disease. 

With extraordinary will power, Hawk¬ 
ing has continued his research, his writing 
and his mission to inform the public of work 
in his field. He does this with the help of a 
sophisticated computer. A screen connected 
to the device is mounted on the front of his 
electric-powered wheelchair, and he is able 
to compose sentences by selecting words 
from dictionary lists summoned onto the 
screen. With the few fingers on either hand 
he is still capable of moving, he directs a 
cursor to the correct word or phrase. The 
computer can then synthesize the sentences 
he composes into a flat-sounding, HAT-like 
voice. It can also transform specific words 
Hawking selects directly into mathematical 
equations. 

Hawking also feels an obligation, even 
with the short time he has left, to reach a 



“Einstein said that God does not play dice with the 
universe! But all evidence points to the proposition 
that God is, indeed, an inveterate gambler. He 
throws the dice to determine the outcome of every 
observation.” 


wider public. He wrote an immensely popu¬ 
lar book, “A Brief History of Time,” which, 
so far, has been on the New York Times 
bestseller list for 91 weeks. Although it at¬ 
tempts to reduce the esoteric subject of cos¬ 
mology to an understandable level, it is a 
difficult read for most people who have not 
taken college-level physics. In this interview, 
which caused the physicist considerable fa¬ 
tigue and strain, Hawking tries to spread the 
word even further. 

In 1970 ,1 lawking and a fellow mathema¬ 
tician and physicist, Roger Penrose, submit¬ 
ted a joint paper supporting the theory that 
the universe began with what is commonly 
referred to as the Big Bang. That is, at one 
point in time, all the matter in the universe 
was compressed into an infinitely dense 
state defined as a “singularity.” Through 
some force (not excluding a Supreme Cre¬ 
ator), this energy was released to create all 
the matter in the universe. Hawking had 
developed new mathematical techniques 
to prove Penrose’s earlier 1965 theory that 
a star collapsing under its own gravity can 
ultimately shrink to zero size and zero vol¬ 
ume, creating what is known as a black hole. 
They postulated that if that can occur, then 
the reverse is possible: A black hole can, at 
some point, be caused to release its energy 



“Within a black hole is a singularity, an 
infinitely dense point of matter, rather like the 
singularity that occurred in the Big Bang, and 
is the beginning of space time and the whole of 
the universe.” 

Photography by MARTIN NANGLE 
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to form matter once again—as, for example, 
at the creation. 

The Hawking-Penrose theory is now the 
generally accepted theory of the beginning of 
the universe. But in keeping with Hawking’s 
personality and relentless intellect, he now 
disputes his own findings, demanding a more 
clearly articulated theory. He contends that 
quantum effects (the behavior of particles at 
atomic and subatomic levels) should also be 
taken into account. Hawking and Jim Hartle, 
of the University of California, have further 
proposed a new hypothesis (“no boundary 
condition”) that, if applied with other con¬ 
cepts of physics, may explain the beginning 
of our universe. 

That, in turn, could lead to the develop¬ 
ment of a “unified” theory—how all matter, 
from the galactic to the subatomic, interacts. 
It is to this quest—the Holy Grail of phys¬ 
ics—that Hawking has devoted his past sev¬ 
eral years of work. It is the same quest that 
eluded Einstein for half a century. 

Hawking holds the post of Tucasian Pro¬ 
fessor of Mathematics at Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity, a chair once held by the father of modern 
physics, Isaac Newton. Hawking’s world is, 
of course, largely a fife of the mind. In that 
world, there are mathematical constructs 
of space and time, elementary particles of 
matter never seen, black holes, neutron 
stars, white dwarfs and wormholes in space 
where time travel is theoretically possible. 
Tor Hawking, it is a limitless place where the 
imagination is unconstrained. 

To interview Hawking, Playboy dis¬ 
patched free-lance journalist Morgan Strong 
to England’s venerable Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity, on the banks of the River Cam. Here is 
his report: 

“In the late summer, Cambridge is a rau¬ 
cous little town. It is filled not with Cambridge 
students but with hordes of Italian, French 
and American students. For a fairly hefty fee, 
they come each summer to inhabit the an¬ 
cient chambers and to walk the meticulously 
groomed gardens of Old Cambridge quads. 

“Amid this campus frenzy, I first saw 
Stephen Hawking making his way up the 
cobblestone street to his office in his motor¬ 
ized wheelchair. I was standing by the door. 
Our appointment was for later in the after¬ 
noon, and 1 had just left his secretary to con¬ 
firm that it was still on. Hawking had been 
ill the past several days and had not been in. 
That, and a schedule of recent honors—he 
had just been made a Companion of Honour 
by the Queen and had lunched at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace—had made our schedule rather 
fluid. 


“I thought it appropriate to walk over and 
introduce myself. Hawking was slumped 
in his wheelchair, his head turned away to 
his right, his eyes open and staring down. 
He did not move when I said hello. He was 
gravely ill, more so, certainly, than I had un¬ 
derstood. 1 le looked terribly frail and small; 
he could not have weighed more than 100 
pounds. I repeated my name and explained 
that I was there for the 'Playboy Interview.’ 
This time, Hawking smiled but moved noth¬ 
ing else. 

“He began to clasp a small control in his 
right hand, and a computer screen mounted 
on his wheelchair lit up. Laboriously select¬ 
ing words from lists that appeared on the top 
of the screen, he created a sentence. Hello, I 
will meet with you at 2:30, the screen read. 
Then a disembodied voice sounded from 
somewhere in the stack of equipment, wires 
and batteries on the back of his wheelchair, 
repeating the words on the screen. 

“He smiled again and with some ef¬ 
fort, moved his left hand to the arm of the 
wheelchair. He pressed a switch and the 
wheelchair lurched through the arch to the 
courtyard of his office building, his nurse 
following. 

“For the next several days, and for sev¬ 
eral hours each day, I would be in Hawking’s 
company—in his home, at his office and, for 
one evening, as his guest, accompanying 
him and his mother to dinner at the faculty 
dining room of Gonville and Caius College. 

“He utterly seems to dismiss the disease 
that has literally ravaged him. He simply 
barrels ahead, doing his best to ignore it. 
But no one who sees him or spends any time 
with him can do the same. I have conducted 
interviews in wartime and in terrorist zones 
that were endurance contests. But the many 
hours Hawking and I spent on this interview 
were more painful than any of those in the 
past. In fact, I think they may have been more 
of a mental agony for me than for Hawking. 
He always managed to inject humor and wit 
into the conversation, even when it was clear 
that he was uncomfortable. 

“If Hawking has any physical limitations, 
they seem unknown to him. On the evening 
we had dinner together, after we left the col¬ 
lege, his mother and I walked cautiously 
along a badly lit dirt path through a small 
wooded area toward his house. Hawking 
was ahead in his wheelchair, accompanied 
by his nurse. Suddenly, he put it to the floor. 
This frail, small man, completely vulner¬ 
able, raced off through the night, leaving his 
nurse—who was forced to run desperately, 
trying to catch up—far behind. He drove er¬ 


ratically, weaving wildly from side to side, 
the River Cam only a few feet from the path. 

“He did not stop until he had reached the 
main street bordering the park 50 yards or 
so away, and then only for a few seconds. He 
careened out into the street to a crosswalk, 
abruptly stopping traffic. (Luckily, British 
drivers will stop if a pedestrian enters the 
crosswalk. It occurred to me that had it been 
New York, the world surely would have been 
less one physicist.) 

“Hawking raced across the intersection 
and out into the middle of the street and 
roared out of sight toward his home several 
blocks away. As the nurse tottered after him, 
his mother calmly explained to me, 'Stephen 
must be tired; he’s always in a hurry to get 
home when he’s tired.’ 

“So was I.” 


Playboy: Hello, Professor Hawking. 
Hawking: Hello, how are you? Please for¬ 
give my American accent. [Smiles] 

Playboy: Your computer does sound like a 
Midwesterner. Can you tell us a little about 
your early life, before the secrets of the uni¬ 
verse caught your interest? 

Hawking: Yes. I was born on January eighth, 
1942, three hundred years to the day after 
the death of Galileo. I was born in Oxford— 
even though my parents’ home was in Lon¬ 
don—because Oxford was a good place to be 
during the war. 

Playboy: Galileo was tried and imprisoned 
for heresy by the Catholic Church for his 
theories of the universe. Did he have some¬ 
thing in common with you? 

Hawking: Yes. However, I estimate that 
about two hundred thousand other babies 
were also born on that date. [Smiles] And I 
don’t know if any of them were later inter¬ 
ested in astronomy. 

Playboy: You have had a little trouble with 
the current Pope. Didn’t he caution you 
against going too far in your work? 
Hawking: Yes. There are two views of the 
universe. One is that it is ruled by mysteri¬ 
ous spirituality—forces that are never prop¬ 
erly understood. The other is that it is gov¬ 
erned by rational laws that can be formu¬ 
lated in mathematical theorems. It is clear 
which view I hold. 

Playboy: Yes. Your quest is to gain under¬ 
standing, based on scientific discovery, of 
how the universe began. But Church leaders 
believe they already have that understanding, 
don’t they? 

Hawking: The history of human civilization 
has been one of gradual discovery of more 
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and more and more scientific laws that gov¬ 
ern a bigger and bigger and bigger part of our 
experience. I see no reason why it should not 
continue until we have a complete unified 
theory for everything in the universe. 1 don’t 
hold with mysticism. I think it is a soft op¬ 
tion for those not willing to make the effort 
to understand the rational laws that govern 
the universe. 1 think that from the time of 
Galileo, Church leaders have learned better 
than to pronounce on cosmology. 

Playboy: Getting back to your personal his¬ 
tory, you had a rather conventional child¬ 
hood. There were no awkward displays of 
adolescent brilliance during your school 
days. 

Hawking: Yes. I went to a public school— 
what Americans call a private school—Saint 
Albans. My father had wanted me to go to 
Westminster School, one of the main pri¬ 
vate schools. He had gone to a minor pub¬ 
lic school himself and felt that this had al¬ 
ways held him back. But at Saint Albans, 1 
received as good an education as or better 
than I would have at Westminster. I was nev¬ 
er more than halfway up the class at school. 
Playboy: There’s hope for us all. You really 
were just an average student? 

Hawking: [Smiles] When I was twelve, one 
of my friends bet another friend a bag of 
sweets that I would never amount to any¬ 
thing. 1 don’t know if the bet was ever settled 
and, if so, which way it was decided. 
Playboy: After Saint Albans, you went on to 
university to study physics. 

Hawking: Well, my father was a doctor and 
wanted me to study medicine at his old col¬ 
lege, University College, Oxford. I wanted to 
study mathematics, more mathematics and 
physics. But my father thought there would 
not be any jobs in mathematics, apart from 
teaching. He therefore made me do chem¬ 
istry, physics and only a small amount of 
mathematics. 1 duly went to University Col¬ 
lege in 1959 to do physics, which was the 
subject that interested me, since physics 
governs the laws of the universe. 

Playboy: Then you had made up your mind 
early on what you wanted to do? 

Hawking: Yes. Trom the age of twelve, 1 
had wanted to be a scientist. And cosmology 
seemed the most fundamental science. 
Playboy: During your time at Oxford, we 
understand that you were, again, an indif¬ 
ferent student. 

Hawking: Most of the other students at Ox¬ 
ford in my year had done military service 
and were a lot older. 1 felt rather lonely dur¬ 
ing my first year and part of the second. It 
was only in my third year that I really felt 


happy at Oxford. The prevailing attitude 
there at that time was very casual, very an¬ 
tiwork. 

At Oxford, you were supposed to be bril¬ 
liant without effort or to accept your limita¬ 
tions and get a fourth-class degree. To work 
hard to get a better class of degree was re¬ 
garded as the mark of a gray man, the worst 
epithet in the Oxford vocabulary. 

Playboy: That epithet today may be nerd. 
Hawking: Well, anyway, the physics course 
at Oxford was arranged in a way that made 
it particularly easy to avoid work. I did one 
exam before I went up, and then had three 
years at Oxford, with just the final exams at 
the end. 1 once calculated that I’d done about 
a thousand hours’ work in those three years, 
an average of an hour a day. I’m not proud 

“There are two 
views of the 
universe. One is 
that it is ruled 
hy mysterious 
spirituality. The 
other is that it 
is governed hy 
rational laws.” 

of that; I’m just describing the attitude at 
the time, which I shared with my fellow stu¬ 
dents—an attitude of complete boredom 
and feeling that nothing was worth making 
an effort for. 

Playboy: In your last year at Oxford, you 
were diagnosed as having ATS, or amyo¬ 
trophic lateral sclerosis, also known as Tou 
Gehrig’s disease, which is supposed to be 
fatal within a very short time. It must have 
transformed you. 

Hawking: Yes. When you are faced with the 
possibility of an early death, it makes you re¬ 
alize that fife is worth living and that there 
are lots of things you want to do. 

Playboy: According to newspaper inter¬ 
views, and a recent 20/20 segment by Hugh 
Downs on ABC-TV when you got your di¬ 


agnosis, you simply gave up and went on a 
drinking binge for a few years. 

Hawking: It’s a good story, but it’s not true. 
Playboy: What did happen? 

Hawking: The realization that I had an in¬ 
curable disease that was likely to kill me in a 
few years was a bit of a shock. Why should it 
happen to me? Why should I be cut off like 
this? But while I was in the hospital, I saw a 
boy die of leukemia in the bed opposite me. 
It was not a pretty sight. Clearly, there were 
people worse off than I. Whenever I feel in¬ 
clined to be sorry for myself, 1 remember 
that boy. 

Playboy: And you didn’t go off on the long 
binge, as reported? 

Hawking: I took to listening to Wagner, but 
the reports that I drank heavily are an ex¬ 
aggeration. The trouble is, once one article 
said it, others copied it, because it made a 
good story. Anything that has appeared in 
print so many times has to be true. 

Playboy: Still, it’s astonishing that you had 
so mild a reaction. Most people might have 
given up—or gone on that binge. 

Hawking: My dreams were disturbed for a 
while. Before my condition was diagnosed, 
I had been very bored with life. There had 
not seemed to be anything worth doing. But 
shortly after 1 came out of the hospital. I 
dreamed that I was going to be executed. I 
suddenly realized that if I were reprieved, 
there were a lot of worthwhile things I could 
do. Another dream 1 had several times was 
that I would sacrifice my life to save others. 
After all, if I were going to die anyway, it 
might do some good. 

Playboy: Doesn’t this terrible disease make 
you angry? 

Hawking: Yes. I’m a normal human being 
with normal needs and emotions. 

Playboy: You got married and started a fam¬ 
ily shortly after you were diagnosed. 
Hawking: Yes, I got engaged to Jane Wilde, 
whom I had met just about the time my 
condition was diagnosed. That engagement 
changed my fife. It gave me something to live 
for. But it also meant I had to get a job if we 
were to be married. 

Playboy: Did your lazy stroll through Ox¬ 
ford hurt you in finding a job? 

Hawking: Yes. Eventually, I applied for a 
research fellowship in theoretical physics at 
Caius College, Cambridge. And, to my great 
surprise, I got a fellowship and we were 
married a few months later. 

Playboy: How did your disease affect your 
lifestyle? 

Hawking: When we were married, Jane was 
still an undergraduate at Westfield College 
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in London, so she had to go up to London 
during the week. This meant that we had to 
find a place that was central, where I could 
manage on my own, because by then, I could 
not walk far. I asked the college for help, but 
I was told that it was not college policy to 
help fellows with housing. 

Playboy: But you managed. 

Hawking: Yes. After several years, we were 
given the ground-floor flat in this house, 
which is owned by the college. This suits 
me very well, because it has large rooms 
and wide doors. It is sufficiently central so 
that I can get to my university department, 
or the college, in my electric wheelchair. It 
is also nice for our children, because it is 
surrounded by garden, which is looked af¬ 
ter by the college gardeners. 

Playboy: Wasn’t it extremely difficult rais¬ 
ing your three children? 

Hawking: Yes. Up to 1974,1 was able to feed 
myself and get in and out of bed. Jane man¬ 
aged to help me, and to bring up two of our 
children, without outside help. But things 
were getting more difficult, so we took to 
having one of my research students live 
with us to help. In 1980, we changed to a 
system of community and private nurses, 
who would come in for an hour or two in 
the morning and the evening. 

Playboy: You have twenty-four-hour nurs¬ 
ing care now. 

Hawking: Yes. I caught pneumonia in 1985. 
I had to have a tracheotomy. After that, 1 
had to have twenty-four-hour nursing care. 
Playboy: Is it the operation that prevents 
you from speaking? 

Hawking: Yes. Before the operation, my 
speech was slurred, so that only a few peo¬ 
ple who knew me well could understand 
me. But at least 1 could communicate. 1 
wrote scientific letters by dictating to a 
secretary, and 1 gave lectures through an 
interpreter, who repeated my words more 
clearly. 

But after the operation, 1 could commu¬ 
nicate only by spelling words out letter by 
letter, raising my eyebrows when someone 
pointed to the correct letter on a card. It is 
very difficult to carry on a conversation like 
that, let alone write a scientific paper. 
Playboy: And now you have the computer. 
Hawking: Walt Woltosz, a software expert 
in California, heard of my plight. He sent 
me a computer program he had written 
called Equalizer. This allowed me to select 
words from a series of menus on the screen 
by pressing a switch in my hand. When 1 
have built up what I want to say, I can send 
it to a speech synthesizer. 


Playboy: Why did you choose theoretical 
physics for your research? 

Hawking: Because of my disease. 1 chose 
my field because I knew I had ALS. Cosmol¬ 
ogy, unlike many other disciplines, does not 
require lecturing. It was a fortunate choice, 
because it was one of the few areas in which 
my speech disability was not a serious 
handicap. I was also fortunate that when I 
started my research, in 1962, general rela¬ 
tivity and cosmology were underdeveloped 
fields, with little competition, so my dis¬ 
ease would not be a serious impediment. 
There were lots of exciting discoveries to be 
made, and not many people to make them. 
Nowadays, there is much more competi¬ 
tion. [Smiles] 

Playboy: Did you experience difficulty at 
the beginning? 

Hawking: I was not making much prog¬ 
ress with my research, because I didn’t 
have much mathematical background. But 
gradually, I began to understand what I was 
doing. 

Playboy: Let’s see if we can understand 
some of it. To begin with, you use only one 
fundamental equation in your book, A Brief 
History of Time, which forms the basis of 
your work. Can you define it for us? 
Hawking: That equation, E = mc2, ex¬ 
presses the fact that energy and mass are 
really the same thing. E is for energy and m 
is for mass. The speed of light, c, is in the 
equation just to make the units the same 
on both sides. However, you can use units 
in which c equals one. This equation is im¬ 
portant because it shows that matter can be 
transformed into energy and vice versa. In 
fact, it seems that in the early stages of the 
universe, all matter was made out of energy. 
Playboy: Energy that was then transformed 
to mass—or the solid bodies that make up 
the universe. 

Hawking: Yes. The energy was borrowed 
from the gravitational force of the universe, 
which had compressed everything to infi¬ 
nite density before it was released in the Big 
Bang. The total net energy of the universe is 
zero. Thus, the whole universe is for noth¬ 
ing. Who says there is no such thing as a free 
lunch? [Smiles] 

Playboy: How does the total energy of the 
universe equal zero? 

Hawking: It takes energy to create matter. 
But the matter in the universe is attracting 
all other matter in the universe. This attrac¬ 
tion gives the matter a negative energy that 
is exactly equal to the energy required to 
create the matter. Thus, the total energy of 
the universe is zero. 


Playboy: So once matter is created, the en¬ 
ergy exists in the matter, which is spread out 
across the universe. Where did the energy 
that was needed for the Big Bang to occur 
come from? 

Hawking: The energy needed to create the 
Big Bang came from the universe it created. 
Playboy: In the equation, time is also im¬ 
portant. Why? 

Hawking: Before Einstein, time was thought 
of as completely separate from space. Peo¬ 
ple believed that there was what was called 
absolute time. That is, each event could be 
given a unique value of time. However, ex¬ 
periments showed that this could not be the 
case. And Einstein showed that the experi¬ 
ments could be explained if one said that 
time was not separate from space but was 
combined with it in something called space 
time. 

Playboy: According to Einstein, that means 
the time of an observed event in space is de¬ 
pendent on the position of the observer. So it 
becomes another measurement, like width 
and height. 

Hawking: Yes. Later, Einstein was able to 
show that gravity could be explained if space 
time were not flat but curved. This idea of 
space time has completely transformed the 
way we look at the universe. 

Playboy: A black hole is also critical to your 
theory. Could you explain? 

Hawking: A black hole is a region in which 
the gravitational field is so strong nothing 
can escape. Within a black hole, there will 
be a singularity, where space time comes to 
an end. This singularity, an infinitely dense 
point of matter, is rather like the singular¬ 
ity that occurred in the Big Bang and is the 
beginning of space time and the whole of the 
universe. 

Playboy: Why is it called a black hole? 
Hawking: The gravitational field of the sin¬ 
gularity would be so strong that light itself 
could not escape from a region around it 
but would be dragged back by the gravita¬ 
tional field. The region from which it is not 
possible to escape is called a black hole. Its 
boundary is called the event horizon. 
Playboy: If a black hole is not observable, 
how do you find one? 

Hawking: From 1970 to 1974, I worked 
mainly on black holes. In 1974, 1 made per¬ 
haps my most surprising discovery: Black 
holes are not completely black! When one 
takes small-scale behavior into account, 
particles and radiation can leak out of a 
black hole. The black hole emits radiation as 
if it were a hot body. 

Playboy: If your theories are correct, then 
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a black hole will eventually explode in a way 
similar to how the universe began? 
Hawking: Yes. 

Playboy: Why does that happen? 

Hawking: Because of the uncertainty prin¬ 
ciple of quantum mechanics, particles and 
energy will slowly leak out of the black hole. 
This will make it grow smaller and smaller 
and leak energy more rapidly. Eventually, 
the black hole will disappear in a tremen¬ 
dous explosion. 

Playboy: Quantum mechanics is the study 
of the behavior of systems at small scales. 
Hawking: Yes. Atoms or elementary par¬ 
ticles. In any case, a black hole cannot just 
suddenly pop out of nothing and explode, 
because there has to be something there to 
provide energy. 

Playboy: The matter that has been com¬ 
pressed by a star collapsing upon itself? 
Hawking: Yes. Mass or energy is always 
conserved. That means empty space, with 
no matter or energy in it, will stay empty. A 
black hole cannot simply appear in previ¬ 
ously empty space. It has to be made from 
matter or energy, such as a star that col¬ 
lapses in on itself because of its own gravity. 
Playboy: Even though you’ve made black 
holes a central part of your life’s work, you 
concede that one has yet to be discovered. 
In fact, you mention in your book that you 
have a bet with a colleague that one will not 
be discovered. Is that true? 

Hawking: Yes. I had a wager with Kip 
Thorne at Cal Tech that Cygnus X-l was not a 
black hole. It was an insurance policy, really. 
I had done a lot of work on black holes, and 
it all would have been wasted if it had turned 
out that they didn’t exist. But then, at least I 
would have had the satisfaction of winning 
my bet. [Smiles] 

Playboy: And? 

Hawking: Well, now I consider the evidence 
for black holes so good, thanks to Cygnus 
X-l, that I have conceded the bet. Cygnus X-l 
is a system consisting of a normal star orbit¬ 
ing around an unseen companion. It seems 
that matter is being blown off the normal 
star and falling on the companion. As it falls 
toward the companion, it develops a spiral 
motion, like water running out of a bath. It 
will get very hot and will give off X rays that 
are observed. We can show that the mass of 
the companion is at least six times that of 
the sun. That’s too much to be a white dwarf 
or a neutron star, so it must be a black hole. 
Playboy: We feel privileged to hear the news. 
Can you go beyond deduction and establish 
what a black hole is, physically? 

Hawking: We want a volunteer who will 


jump into the black hole and find out what 
happens inside. Unfortunately, he won’t be 
able to signal back to us to let us know. 
Playboy: Why? 

Hawking: Because of something called a 
light cone. A light cone of an event, A, is the 
set of events that can be reached from the 
event by signals traveling at the speed of 
light. Now, according to the theory of relativ¬ 
ity, nothing can travel faster than light. Thus 
an event, B, outside the permitted light cone 
of A, cannot be affected by what happens at 
A. And the signal can’t get out because it’s 
traveling at less than the speed of light 
Playboy: We think we follow you. In your 
book, you say that in such an event, a per¬ 
son—or any object—would be torn apart by 
gravitational forces. And the intense gravity 

“The earth’s 
surface is finite 
in area, but it 
doesn’t have any 
boundary I like 
to say that in all 
my travels, I have 
newer managed 
to fall off.” 

would prevent even radio signals from es¬ 
caping. 

Hawking: Yes. A volunteer astronaut would 
have a sticky end at a singularity. His par¬ 
ticles would survive, but that, I suppose, is 
small comfort. [Smiles] 

Playboy: But isn’t there a possibility that he 
or she might escape through what is called a 
wormhole? 

Hawking: Yes. Particles that fall into a 
black hole may pass through a thin tube, or 
wormhole, and come out somewhere else in 
the universe. But wormholes occur only in 
imaginary time. The history of the particles, 
and of an astronaut in real time, will come to 
a bad end at a singularity. 

Playboy: There are no real wormholes? 
Hawking: The wormholes I mention in the 


book occurred in real time. And no, it seems 
that that kind of wormhole will not occur. 
However, since the book was written, I and 
other people have been working on a differ¬ 
ent kind of wormhole that occurs in imagi¬ 
nary time. 

Playboy: What is imaginary time? 

Hawking: Imaginary time is another direc¬ 
tion of time, one that is at right angles to 
ordinary, real time. It seems that there will 
be large numbers of imaginary-time worm- 
holes branching off, and joining on, every¬ 
where. We do not notice them directly, but 
they affect everything we observe directly. It 
is an exciting area of research. 

In the past fifteen years, we have realized 
that it maybe possible to use quantum theo¬ 
ry to fully unify time with space. This would 
mean we could get away from this one-di¬ 
mensional, linelike behavior of time. 
Playboy: And you use imaginary time, and 
wormholes, to speculate about objects trav¬ 
eling through time, don’t you? 

Hawking: [Smiles] Objects will pass through 
a thin tube, or wormhole, in imaginary time, 
and out into another universe, or another 
part of our universe. In ordinary time, one 
could pass through a black hole and come 
out of a white hole. 

Playboy: A white hole? 

Hawking: Yes. The laws of physics are sym¬ 
metrical and if there are objects called black 
holes, which things can fall into but not out 
of, there ought to be objects that things can 
fall out of but not into. One can call these 
white holes. 

Playboy: In ordinary time. But you said that 
was impossible. 

Hawking: A white hole is the time reverse 
of a black hole. The white hole may be in an¬ 
other universe, or another part of our uni¬ 
verse. We could use this method for space 
travel. Otherwise, the distances are so vast 
it would take millions of years to go to the 
next galaxy and return. But if you could go 
through a black hole and out a white hole, 
you could be back in time for tea. 

Playboy: And if it were possible, in theory at 
least, you could travel back in time? 
Hawking: Yes. The trouble is, there would 
be nothing to stop you from getting back be¬ 
fore you set out. [Smiles] 

Playboy: Or you could get back and find 
yourself dead. Or your world dead. 
Hawking: Fortunately, for our survival, it 
seems that space times in which one can 
travel back to the past are unstable. The 
least disturbance, such as a spaceship going 
through, will cause the passage between a 
black hole and a white hole to pinch off. The 
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history of the spaceship would come to an 
end, torn apart and crushed out of existence. 
Playboy: But getting back to reality, so to 
speak, are wormholes in imaginary time dif¬ 
ferent? 

Hawking: Wormholes in imaginary time 
don’t have singularities and can occur in any 
situation. They will change the apparent in¬ 
teractions of particles in ways that still have 
to be calculated properly. But it does seem 
that one important interaction is affected in 
a very significant way. This is the so-called 
cosmological constant, which gives space 
time an inbuilt tendency to expand or con¬ 
tract. 

Playboy: Where will these particles then go? 
Hawking: Baby universes. According to 
some recent work of mine, the particles will 
go off into a baby universe of their own. This 
baby universe may join on again to our region 
of space time. If it does, it would appear to us 
to be another black hole that formed and then 
evaporated. Particles that fell into one black 
hole would appear as particles emitted by the 
other black hole, and vice versa. 

Playboy: All of that is abstruse mathemati¬ 
cal theory, isn’t it? It seems difficult to 
imagine actually observing any of it. 
Hawking: Mathematical models of the uni¬ 
verse that use the concept of imaginary time 
can give us explanations of why the universe 
began in the way it did. If you like, you can 
say that the use of imaginary time is just a 
mathematical trick that doesn’t tell us any¬ 
thing about reality, or about the nature of 
time. 

But if you take a positivist position, as 1 
do, questions about reality don’t have any 
meaning. All one can ask is whether imagi¬ 
nary time is useful in formulating math¬ 
ematical models that describe what we 
observe. This it certainly is. One can take 
an extreme position and say that imaginary 
time is really the fundamental concept in 
which the mathematical model should be 
formulated. Ordinary time would be a de¬ 
rived concept we invent for psychological 
reasons. We invent ordinary time so that we 
can describe the universe as a succession of 
events in time, rather than as a static pic¬ 
ture, like a surface map of the earth. 
Playboy: What effect does the cosmological 
constant have? 

Hawking: By observing the motion of dis¬ 
tant galaxies, we can determine that this 
constant is either zero or very small. This 
is very surprising, because quantum theory 
would lead us to expect a value for the cos¬ 
mological constant that is very much larger 
than what we observe. 


Playboy: How much larger is “very much 
larger”? 

Hawking: I mean at least a billion billion 
billion billion billion times larger. Until re¬ 
cently, there has been no explanation for the 
cosmological constant. But if one includes 
[the late physicist] Richard Teynman’s idea 
of a sum over histories containing worm- 
holes, one finds that the apparent value of 
the cosmological constant is exactly zero. 
Mathematical models of the universe that 
use the concept of imaginary time can give 
an explanation of why the universe began 
in the way it did, and why the cosmological 
constant is zero. 

Playboy: Quantum theory, however, is un¬ 
able to predict specific events. How accurate 
can these mathematical models be? 
Hawking: In general, quantum mechanics 
does not predict a single definite result for 
an observation. Instead, it predicts a num¬ 
ber of possible outcomes and tells us how 
likely each of them is. 

Playboy: You’ve suggested, however, that 
a unified theory of the universe is possible 
with the inclusion of quantum theory. But 
how can quantum theory and relativity be 
combined? 

Hawking: Quantum theory depends on the 
use of a new kind of number—complex 
numbers. A complex number can be re¬ 
garded as a shorthand way of writing a pair 
of ordinary numbers. It can be represented 
as a point on a plane, with the two numbers 
corresponding to the positions of the point 
in the horizontal and vertical directions. 

Tor example: The complex number that is a 
shorthand for the pair of numbers one and 
two would be represented by a point one 
unit to the right of the center and two units 
up. Or 1 + 2i. Here it is a so-called imaginary 
number; i is the square root of minus one. 
Playboy: Ah. 

Hawking: Took here: If one uses imaginary 
rather than real time, space time becomes 
Euclidean. That is, time is just like another 
direction in space. You can multiply, divide, 
add and subtract complex numbers as you 
can ordinary numbers. 

Playboy: And that allows for mathematical 
constructs in space time? 

Hawking: Yes. 

Playboy: And what, exactly, is the relation of 
imaginary time to real time? 

Hawking: By using imaginary numbers, one 
adds up all the probabilities for all the histo¬ 
ries of particles with certain properties— 
such as passing through certain points at 
certain times. One then has to extrapolate 
the result back to real space time, in which 


time is different depending on directions 
in space. This is not the most familiar ap¬ 
proach to quantum theory, but it gives the 
same results as other methods. 

Playboy: Doesn’t that randomness make it 
difficult—even chaotic—to apply to the laws 
of science? 

Hawking: Yes. Einstein objected strongly to 
this randomness with the famous statement 
that God does not play dice with the uni¬ 
verse! But all evidence points to the proposi¬ 
tion that God is, indeed, an inveterate gam¬ 
bler. [Smiles] He throws the dice to deter¬ 
mine the outcome of every observation. 

This uncertainty is best defined by Feyn¬ 
man’s theory, which states that a particle 
does not have a single, well-defined path or 
history. Instead, it can be regarded as mov¬ 
ing through space time on all possible paths. 
Each path or history has a probability that 
depends on its shape. For this idea to work, 
one has to consider histories that take place 
in imaginary time rather than the real time 
in which we live our lives. In the case of 
quantum gravity, Feynman’s idea of a sum 
over histories would involve summing over 
different possible histories for the universe. 
That is, different Euclidean curved space 
times. 

So the answer to your question is that 
adding up the complex numbers associated 
with each path doesn’t give a well-defined 
sum. But one can get a well-defined answer 
if one supposes that the time label of an 
event is not just an ordinary number, as we 
normally think, but a complex number. 
Playboy: Not an easy concept. What imme¬ 
diate use is there in understanding imagi¬ 
nary time and wormholes? 

Hawking: Well, we were talking about wheth¬ 
er anything ever could escape a black hole. 
Imaginary time can provide a means of es¬ 
cape for objects that fall into a black hole. 
The ordinary history of an object in real time 
will come to an end, crushed out of exis¬ 
tence, inside the black hole. But if one con¬ 
siders the history of the object in imaginary 
time, that history cannot come to an end, if 
the no-boundary proposal of the universe is 
correct. 

Playboy: Can you explain—briefly—the no- 
boundary concept? 

Hawking: In 1983, Jim Hartle and I pro¬ 
posed that both time and space are finite in 
extent but don’t have any boundary or edge. 
They would be like the surface of the earth, 
but with two more dimensions. The earth’s 
surface is finite in area, but it doesn’t have 
any boundary. I like to say that in all my trav¬ 
els, I have never managed to fall off. [Smiles] 
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Our proposal says that the state of the uni¬ 
verse should be given by a sum over histories, 
where the histories were only closed Euclide¬ 
an spaces of finite size and without boundary 
or edge. This proposal can be paraphrased 
as, The boundary condition of the universe is 
that it has no boundary. It is only if the uni¬ 
verse is in this no-boundary state that the 
laws of science, on their own, determine how 
the universe should behave. If the universe 
is in any other state, the class of Euclidean 
curved spaces in the sum over histories will 
include spaces with singularities. 

In order to determine the probabilities 
of such singular histories, one would have 
to invoke some principle other than the 
known laws of science. This principle would 
be something external to our universe; we 
could not deduce it from within the uni¬ 
verse. On the other hand, if the universe is 
in the no-boundary state, we could, in prin¬ 
ciple, determine completely how the uni¬ 
verse should behave, up to the limits of the 
uncertainty principle. 

Playboy: Ah, a familiar term. That would be 
Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle. Can you 
briefly explain that? 

Hawking: Werner Heisenberg, a German 
scientist, formulated his famous uncer¬ 
tainty principle in 1926. In order to predict 
the future position and velocity of a particle, 
one has to be able to measure its present 
position and velocity accurately. The obvi¬ 
ous way to do this is to shine a light on the 
particle. Some of the waves of light will be 
scattered by the particle and indicate its po¬ 
sition. However, one will not be able to de¬ 
termine the position of the particle more ac¬ 
curately than the distance between the wave 
crests of light, so one needs to use light of a 
short wave length in order to measure the 
position of the particle precisely. 

Now, by Planck’s quantum principle, one 
cannot use an arbitrarily small amount of 
light; one has to use at least one quantum 
[the indivisible unit in which waves may be 
emitted or absorbed]. This quantum will dis¬ 
turb the particle and change its velocity in a 
way that cannot be predicted. Moreover, the 
more accurately one measures the position, 
the shorter the wave length of the light that 
one needs, hence the higher the energy of a 
single quantum. So the velocity of the particle 
will be disturbed by a larger amount. In other 
words, the more accurately you try to mea¬ 
sure the position of the particle, the less ac¬ 
curately you can measure its speed and vice 
versa. 

Playboy: Getting back to the no-boundary 
state: If your proposal were proved, it would 


be of some importance to science, wouldn’t 
it? 

Hawking: It would be clearly nice for sci¬ 
ence if the universe were in the no-bound¬ 
ary state, but how can you tell whether it is? 
The answer is that the no-boundary pro¬ 
posal makes definite predictions for how the 
universe should behave. 

If the proposal were correct, there would 
be no singularities, and the laws of science 
would hold everywhere, including at the be¬ 
ginning of the universe. How the universe 
began would be determined by the laws of 
science. I would have succeeded in my am¬ 
bition to know how the universe began. But I 
still wouldn’t know why. 

Playboy: But didn’t you say there would be 
no singularities in the no-boundary state? 

“Understanding 
cosmology will 
not help feed 
anyone. It won’t 
even wash clothes 
any brighter. But 
man or woman 
does not live by 
bread alone.” 

And hasn’t your work always stressed the 
need for singularities? 

Hawking: It has been interesting to watch 
the change in the climate of opinion on sin¬ 
gularities. When I was a graduate student, 
almost no one took them seriously. Now, as 
a result of the singularity theorems, nearly 
everyone believes that the universe began 
with a singularity. 

In the meantime, however, I have 
changed my mind. I still believe that the uni¬ 
verse had a beginning, but that it was not a 
singularity. 

Playboy: How did you arrive at that conclu¬ 
sion? 

Hawking: The general theory of relativity is 
what is called a classical theory. That is, it 
does not take into account the fact that par¬ 


ticles do not have precisely defined positions 
and velocities but are smeared out over a 
small region by the uncertainty principle of 
quantum mechanics. This does not matter 
in normal situations, because the radius of 
curvature of space time is very large com¬ 
pared with the uncertainty in the position 
of a particle. However, the singularity theo¬ 
rems indicate that space time will be highly 
distorted with a small radius of curvature 
at the beginning of the present expansion 
phase of the universe. In this situation, the 
uncertainty will be very important. Thus, 
general relativity brings about its own 
downfall by predicting singularities. In or¬ 
der to discuss the beginning of the universe, 
we need a theory that combines general rel¬ 
ativity with quantum mechanics. 

Playboy: The elusive unified theory, or the 
T.O.E. [theory of everything]? 

Hawking: We do not yet know the exact 
form of the correct theory of quantum grav¬ 
ity. The best candidate we have for the mo¬ 
ment is the theory of superstrings, but there 
are still a number of unresolved difficulties. 
However, there are certain features that we 
expect to be present in any viable theory. 

One is Einstein’s idea that the effects of 
gravity can be represented by a space time 
that is curved or distorted by the matter and 
energy in it. Objects try to follow the nearest 
thing to a straight line in this curved space. 
However, because it is curved, their paths 
appear to be bent, as if by a gravitational 
field. 

Playboy: You’ve also included Feynman’s 
sum over histories. 

[Hawking: Yes, we expect Richard Feyn¬ 
man’s proposal that quantum theory can 
be formulated as a sum over histories to be 
present in the ultimate theory. Remember, 
that was the idea that a particle has every 
possible path or history in space time, de¬ 
pending on its shape. The probabilities of 
such spaces would not be determined by the 
theory. Instead, they would have to be as¬ 
signed in some arbitrary way 
Playboy: “Some arbitrary way”—random¬ 
ness again? 

Hawking: What this means is that science 
could not predict the probabilities of such 
singular histories for space time and, hence, 
could not predict how the universe should 
behave. However, it may well be that the uni¬ 
verse is in the state defined by a sum over 
nonsingular Euclidean curved spaces only. 
In this case, the theory would determine the 
universe completely; one would not have to 
appeal to some agency external to the uni¬ 
verse to determine how it began. 
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In a way, the proposal that the state of the 
universe is determined by a sum over nons¬ 
ingular histories only is like a drunk looking 
for his key under the lamppost: It may not 
be where he lost it, but it is the only place 
with enough light to find it. Similarly, the 
universe may not be in the state defined by 
a sum over nonsingular histories, but it is 
the only state in which science could predict 
how the universe should be. 

Playboy: We hate to suggest this, but what if 
the no-boundary proposal is wrong? 
Hawking: [Smiles] If the observations do 
not agree with predictions, we will know 
that there must be singularities in the class 
of possible histories. However, that is all we 
will know. We will not be able to calculate 
the possibilities of singular histories. Thus, 
we will not be able to predict how the uni¬ 
verse should behave. 

One might think that this unpredictabil¬ 
ity wouldn’t matter too much if it occurred 
only at the Big Bang. After all, if a week is 
a long time in politics, ten thousand mil¬ 
lion years is pretty close to eternity. But if 
predictability broke down in the very strong 
gravitational fields of the Big Bang, it could 
also break down whenever a star collapsed. 
This could happen several times a week in 
our galaxy alone! Thus, our power of predic¬ 
tion would be poor, even by the standards of 
weather forecasts. 

Playboy: And? 

Hawking: So what does the no-boundary 
proposal predict for the universe? The first 
point to make is that because all the possible 
histories for the universe are finite in extent, 
any quantity that one uses as a measure of 
time will have a greatest and a least value. 
So the universe will have a beginning and 
an end. 1 lowever, the beginning will not be 
a singularity. Instead, it will be a bit like the 
North Pole of the earth. If one took degrees 
of latitude on the surface of the earth to be 
the analogue of time, one could say that the 
surface of the earth began at the North Pole. 
Yet the North Pole is a perfectly ordinary 
point on the earth. There’s nothing special 
about it, and the same laws hold at the North 
Pole as at other places on the earth. Similar¬ 
ly, the event that we might choose to label as 
“the beginning of the universe” would be an 
ordinary point of space time, much like any 
other, and the laws of science would hold at 
the beginning, as elsewhere! 

Playboy: As much—or as little—as we can 
understand of your work, it again strikes us 
that most of your ideas depend on obscure 
mathematical concepts, far removed from 
ordinary, observable life. 


Hawking: Imaginary time may sound like 
science fiction, but it is a well-defined math¬ 
ematical concept. 

Playboy: Yes, to mathematicians and physi¬ 
cists, but to most of us, it’s beyond immedi¬ 
ate understanding. 

Hawking: Yes. 

Playboy: Then what can the general public 
gain from trying to understand these con¬ 
cepts? Most of us would say we had more 
immediate problems to deal with. 

Hawking: This is why I have spent some of 
my time attempting to explain what we do. I 
think knowledge of the general ideas of the 
recent discoveries in cosmology are useful 
to the public. 

True, understanding cosmology will not 
help feed anyone. It won’t even wash clothes 
any brighter. But man or woman does not 
live by bread alone. We all feel the need to 
come to terms with the universe in which 
we find ourselves, and to understand how 
we got here. 

Playboy: And that’s why you wrote A Brief 
History of Time? 

Hawking: There are several reasons why I 
wrote the book. One was to pay my daugh¬ 
ter’s school fees. I didn’t succeed in that, 
because by the time the book came out, she 
was in her last year of high school. But I still 
have to pay for her college. 

Playboy: Thai’s an excellent reason. Are 
there others? 

Hawking: The main reason was that I had 
written several popular articles and given a 
number of popular lectures. They had been 
well received, and I had enjoyed doing them, 
but 1 wanted to try something bigger. I felt 
that we had made tremendous progress in 
the past twenty-five years in understanding 
the universe, and I wanted to share this with 
the general public. 1 think it is important 
that the public take some interest in science 
and have some general understanding of it. 

Science has changed our lives a great 
deal and will change them even more in the 
future. If we are to decide in a democratic 
way what direction society should take, it is 
necessary that the public has some under¬ 
standing of science. 

Playboy: Then you’re doing something po¬ 
litical—knowledge as the great leveler, not 
confined to a few who understand the lan¬ 
guage. 

Hawking: Yes. Knowledge and understand¬ 
ing of how the universe works, and of how 
it began, had become the preserve of a few 
specialists. But we all share the human con¬ 
dition, and we all want to know where we 
came from. My book is an attempt to share 


with the general public the knowledge that 
the specialists have found. Knowledge is not 
knowledge unless you share it with some¬ 
one. Normally, specialists communicate 
only with other specialists; I feel they should 
communicate with the general public, as 
well. 

Playboy: You say that you may succeed in 
knowing how the universe began, but you 
will not know why. You do not—as Einstein 
did not—dismiss the notion of a Supreme 
Creator. 

Hawking: I think I’m careful in my book. I 
leave open the question of whether God ex¬ 
ists and what His nature would be. One can 
never prove that God doesn’t exist. What I 
did was show that it was not necessary to ap¬ 
peal to God to decide how the universe be¬ 
gan, because that is determined by the laws 
of science. However, one could say that the 
laws of science were God’s choice for how 
the universe behaves. 

Playboy: Apart from now being able to pay 
your daughter’s college fees, has the book 
made any difference in your life? 

Hawking: It has not made that much differ¬ 
ence. Even before the book, a certain num¬ 
ber of people, mainly Americans [smiles], 
would come up to me in the street, but it has 
made that sort of encounter more frequent. 
And other things like interviews and public 
lectures have taken up the limited time 1 
have to do research. However, I’m now cut¬ 
ting down on such things and getting back 
to research. 

Playboy: We assume that every scientist 
hopes for recognition for his efforts. You 
have received a number of honors but not 
yet the Nobel Prize. Do you think you may 
someday receive the Nobel? 

Hawking: Most of my work has been gener¬ 
ally accepted. I have received a lot of recog¬ 
nition recently. But I don’t know if I will ever 
get the Nobel Prize, because that is given 
only for theoretical work that has been con¬ 
firmed by observation. It is very, very diffi¬ 
cult to observe the things 1 have worked on. 
[Smiles] 

“There are two views of the universe. 
One is that it is ruled by mysterious spiri¬ 
tuality. The other is that it is governed by 
rational laws.” 

“The earth’s surface is finite in area, but 
it doesn’t have any boundary. 1 like to say 
that in all my travels, I have never managed 
to fall off” 

“Understanding cosmology will not help 
feed anyone. It won’t even wash clothes any 
brighter. But man or woman does not live by 
bread alone.” □ 
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HAIR AND MAKEUP BY ANA HORTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY ASSISTANT GONCALO JORGE 
SHOT ON LOCATION IN BUCHAREST, ROMANIA 
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I nternational Woman Paulina Mikolajczak is a force 
to be reckoned with. At only 25, the provocative 
Polish native has not only garnered international 
attention as a model - she has already posed in 
Playboy Bucharest’s cover as a Bond girl and in 
Playboy Argentina - she has also managed to start her 
own consultancy firm, thereby proving that her good 
looks is merely the icing on top of the cake of an already 
intelligent and well-rounded package. Modeling, however, 
remains as the quintessential object of her professional 
affection. 

“I am a model because it is my passion,” Paulina shares. 
“I love photoshoots and switching personalities while at 
it. I think pictures make the best souvenirs, which is why 
I do this.” 

Standing at 5’5”, the green-eyed beauty cites a love for 
motion and activity. As an early riser and multitasker, the 
curvaceous stunner begins each day by engaging her brain 
in business inspection, running errands at home, then 
hitting the gym. In the evening, during her downtime, 
Paulina enjoys unwinding with some good old-fashioned 
movie night. And her list of activities does not end there. 

“I enjoy horseback riding and skiing,” she says. “I also 
love traveling and immersing in new cultures. Another 
passion of mine is music. I want to be a DJ and formally 
learn how to dance.” 

Furthermore, Paulina’s penchant for being active ex¬ 
tends to her dream photoshoot, one where her toned 
frame is shown to full advantage. A post-exercise shower 
scene, perhaps? How about a shot of her sweaty and filled 
with adrenalin? She certainly is a force of nature, and she 
intends to have every bit of that fact documented. 

While living in the fast lane has been good to her, Pau¬ 
lina admits that when it comes to dating, speed is hardly 
the key to hear heart. “There is no need to rush. I’d rather 
that we enjoy every moment together. We can go for a walk 


“/ am a model because it is my passion 








“There is no need to rush. Vd rather that we enjoy 
every moment together. We can go for a walk and 
talk aboutfunny things.” 
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and talk about funny things,” she 
opines. A prolonged evening of 
restaurant hopping and leisurely 
strolls under the moonlight can 
embed you in her affections. 

One would think that a fierce 
go-getter like Paulina would be 
drawn to guys who can match 
her drive and fondness for 
physical activity, but this is not 
always the case. She finds shy 
guys sexy as well as those who 
would ensconce her in a fortress 
of romance where she can cry 
to romantic movies, enjoy de¬ 
lectable cuisines, and perhaps 
lend an earphone to a lover as 
they listen to symphonies that 
set a steamy yet enchanting tone, 
unperturbed by the madness of 
the real world. She may have 
the routine and work rate of a 
knight, but Paulina is very much 
a princess. □ 
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MAN MONTH 

BERNARD CHONG 


Our Man of the Month, Bernard Chong, is an absolute winner. Not only will he decimate your towers 
in Clash Roy ale with ease, he will also school you in the country’s tech industry. 


T he name “Bren Chong” is a 
subject of both awe and envy 
for the avid mobile gamer 
as it is a staple at the top spot 
of many leaderboards, including those 
of popular games like Clash Royale and 
Lords Mobile. It might be lonely at the 
top, but for an enterprising figure like 
Bren, he’s more than happy to afford 
the space a Chesterfield sofa, fancy 
equipment, and a sound business system. 
More than a gamer, he is an entrepreneur 
and a damn good one at that. 

At a young age, Bernard was pushed 
to find ways to make money outside of 
the family business, which is a popular 
footwear brand in World Balance. “I 
was forced to do things so I won’t be 
dependent on my parents or other 
people,” he admits. “I learned to be 
responsible for my mistakes and to have 
the initiative to make things happen.” 

While others sneer at the thought of 
intermingling geekiness and productivity, 
Bren saw it as an opportunity to secure 
a boatload of profits. Best of all, work 
doesn’t feel all too mechanical if the 
tasks revolve around immersing oneself 
in mobile games, video game heroes 
and heroines, animation, and other fun 
stuff - pursuits that the young tech 
entrepreneur has always enjoyed even 
before his initial foray into business. 


“I love to play games and watch videos 
on YouTube,” he says. “But I discipline 
myself such that I don’t play the whole 
day. It’s not easy but I have a lot of 
responsibilities, and those obligations 
keep me in check. I cannot be excessive 
on some of the things that I do.” 

Fittingly, discipline happens to be one 
of the keys to Bren’s success, alongside his 
progressive views on the digital field, 
intellectual property, and marketing. 
Wired to be efficient, he manages to fit 
what others would consider as a week- 
long agenda into one day and still come 
home to sleep well before midnight. 

“I always wake up at around 4:30 am, 
and then check my emails and chats. I 
go to work at around 6 am where I 
would communicate with my business 
associates and sometimes government 
people. Then, I would have a light 
meal, continue with my meetings, play 
games, and communicate with the core 
team of my business so I’m able to sign 
documents and decide on things. I go 
home and sleep at around 9 or 10 pm if 
I’m not playing basketball,” he shares. 

So what exactly does Bernard Chong do 
to earn himself the title of successful tech 
entrepreneur? The list is staggering: he 
has a Microsoft-approved digital studio 
in Synergy88, an eSports team in PH 
Alliance, an anime content platform in 


Kitsu, a stake in World Balance, and has 
been dabbling in seed funding in recent 
years, among others. 

“We’re making animation - the first 
Philippine-made anime in Barangay 143,” 
he discloses. “We make games, content, 
cartoon movies, series, then we build 
businesses as well. I’m an investor-type 
guy now. So if there’s an opportunity for 
business, people talk to me. I get to enjoy 
different kinds of opportunities.” 

Having a bird’s eye view of Metro 
Manila’s business landscape, Bernard 
expects most companies to go digital 
in the next five years, and not doing so 
means being left behind by competitors. 
He also foresees the further success of 
eSports in the country considering that 
playing games don’t necessitate physical 
advantages and a lot of Filipinos are into 
gaming. Furthermore, the man was kind 
enough to offer insights for a publication 
like ours. 

“Marketing is the key. Having a good 
marketing person is important since 
someone can make sure that the brand 
is being marketed properly. Digitizing 
the content is the first step. After which, 
push the brand and continue advocating 
the things that can be shared with the 
younger generation for they are the 
future.” 

We concur. □ 
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WORDS BY PAUL WENGESLAO 
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MAKE UP A RTI STY BY LINKEE COUSNARD 
HAIR AND FASHION STYLING BY OLIE PABUSTAN 









When not sizzling in front of the camera, Asian Beauty Judy Barrientos 
handcrafts cocktails that always hit the spot. She wi ll see you at the bar. 
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F rom behind the bar resides the bartender, sur¬ 
veying her poison for yet another stretch of inebri¬ 
ated exchanges and a lick of debauchery. Clad in a 
black bodice that accentuates her torso’s every 
contour, she whips up a potent Cosmopolitan for the ladies, a 
classic rum coke for the gents, and a special concoction for 
the rugged gentleman whom she has been keeping tabs on 
for a good part of the night - an Absolut Metropolitan with a 
twist on the rocks, on the house, and, if he further stimulates 
her interest, later on her couch. As a part-time bartender, 
Asian Beauty Judy Barrientos often gets what she wants. 

“When I stare at someone, that person often finds it 
sexy,” she admits. “Guys tend to approach me when I stare 
at them.” 

It’s not just her amorous eyes and her curvy and toned 
figure, however, that attract guys to the 26-year-old Cavite- 
na - she has been known to handcraft mean cocktails even 
before her days as the resident mixologist of Playboy Phil¬ 
ippines. Mixing drinks has always been one of the compe¬ 
tencies she has on tap for her buddies and potential dates to 
savor. Yes, she’s fun at parties. 

“I have always been the one tasked to prepare drinks when 
I’m with my friends,” she reveals. “Honestly, I love to drink in 
the same way that I love to serve my own mixes to friends, 
and I happen to adore my alcohol.” 

With all the concoctions that she can prepare, picking 
a favorite isn’t a cinch, but she does admit to having a most 
preferred ace up her sleeve for special nights. 

“I have this special cocktail that contains cranberry juice, 
tequila, and gin. It always hits the spot,” she says with a 
smile. 

Aside from leveling up her mixology and continuing her 
modeling, Judy intends to put up a restaurant one day. Turns 
out, she not only has an affinity to alcohol, she is also a whiz 
in the kitchen, with dishes like lasagna, baked mac, kare-kare, 
and sinigang listed as her specialties. And she intends to put 
her culinary skills to good use when a lover awaits at the din¬ 
ner table. 

“If I do find someone to date, I will fatten him up with my 
cooking,” she proclaims while giggling. “Just so you know, I 
like guys who adore food, because I love to cook. I will pre¬ 
pare anything that my guy requests.” 
















Like with her cooking and bartending, Judy is 
supremely devoted to her partner when she is 
in a relationship. Should he treat her with love 
and respect, she is prepared to give him abso¬ 
lute satisfaction starting from the kitchen to 
the bar, to certain places that we’d rather leave 
to your imagination. 

“When I’m in a relationship, I am happy to 
take care of my guy,” she says. “I give him every¬ 
thing that I can, and that includes satisfying him 
in more ways than one, in all the ways that he 
wants to be satisfied.” 

You don’t need to have big muscles or a 
ripped torso to woo Judy; she would rather 
date someone with a good amount of lean fat, 
which, according to her, is perfect for warm and 
passionate hugs. The ideal tip for this vixen of a 
bartender is to put on some swaggy Robin Padil¬ 
la charm and make her laugh whenever you can. 

“I like guys who have a good sense of humor,” 
she confesses. “I’d pick a funny guy over some¬ 
one who’s really handsome but bland. It would 
be even better if he’s a bit of a bad boy because 
that’s sexy.” O 
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Playboy’s youthful Chief Creative Offcer, Cooper Hefner, brings with 
him a boatload of fresh ideas that the company uses to tap into the 
millennial generation. He shares with us how Playboy founder Hugh 
Hefner was as a dad, his love for the Harry Potter mythos, and the 
impact of bringing back nudity to the Playboy brand. 


INTERVIEW BY PLAYBOY PHILIPPINES 


Qi: The loss of Hugh Hefner made the world 
mourn. How has the family been dealing with 
it? 

HEFNER: The family has been dealing 
with it together. What was really beau¬ 
tiful was the amount of individuals 
from government figures, to business 
leaders, to close family friends, to Play¬ 
mates who came out and sent wonder¬ 
ful notes to myself, my sister, and the 
family explaining just how much our 
father meant to them. Being inundated 
with these various emails, phone calls, 
and letter has made a difficult time feel 
much warmer. We’ve tried to celebrate 
his life to the best of our ability just as 
he would of wanted. 

Q 2 : How was Hugh as a dad? 

HEFNER: He was a remarkable father. 
My dad was always very focused on 
Playboy, but remained just as focused 
on providing my brother and I with a 


wonderful life. He was loving, incred¬ 
ibly emotional, and both of us always 
had a sense that if needed he would do 
anything in his power to make sure we 
were both ok. I couldn’t have asked for 
a better Dad. 

Q 3 : As both a millennial and Playboy’s Chief 

Creative Officer, how do you intend to capture 

the younger audience? 

HEFNER: Well, millennials interact 
with media in a vastly different way, but 
they remain fascinated with the Bunny. 
In reality our Rabbit has never been 
as strong as it is today. Our company 
does over $i. 6 B globally in retail prod¬ 
uct and has 97 % global brand aware¬ 
ness. Millions of individuals a month, 
many of which are millennials, interact 
with our brand on various social me¬ 
dia, print, and digital platforms. While 
my generation wants to find new ways 
to experience Playboy they want much 
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“WHAT IS IMPORTANT FOR US ALL TO KEEP IN MIND IS THAT AS WE FACILITATE THIS 
CONVERSATION AROUND HEALTHY GENDER ROLES, SEX, POWER, RELATIONSHIPS, 
WORKPLACE LIFE, THAT WE DO NOT MAKE SEX ITSELF THE ENEMY.” 


of the same of what past generations 
wanted. They want to celebrate life. 
They have a desire to critically think 
about their surroundings and what’s 
happening around them. They want to 
lust and want to love. They romanticize 
the finer things in life. These are core 
qualities of our brand that we celebrate 
every single day. 1 don’t suspect they will 
go out of style for the generation that 
follows mine. 

Q4: Given the recent rise of feminism, what’s 
your take on the #MeToo movement? 

HEFNER: There’s an important con¬ 
versation happening around consent 
that needs to happen, a conversation 
that should have happened along time 
ago. What is important for us all to keep 
in mind is that as we facilitate this con¬ 
versation around healthy gender roles, 
sex, power, relationships, workplace 
life, that we do not make sex itself the 
enemy. We cannot afford to make male 
arousal the enemy. It worries me that 
some are unable or unwilling to make 
this very important distinction while 
discussing the #MeToo Movement. 

Q 5 : Social justice warriors are in various sects 
of society worldwide. Do you think that their 
presence advances modern society or not? 
HEFNER: It depends on what you mean 
by “Social Justice Warriors”. Individu¬ 
als who are fighting to make the world 
more free, more accepting, more toler¬ 
ant, more decent. This is something I 
believe we should all strive to do, but 
not at the expense of debate and criti¬ 
cal thought. Much of what is happening 
now in the United States is people are 
being asked not to speak out of fear that 
they will insult someone. That isn’t how 
we get to the best version of ourselves 
when one thinks about an ideal society. 
Q6: You are a known liberal. Any political as¬ 
pirations in the foreseeable future, especially 
now that a rather unconventional conserva¬ 
tive, Donald Trump, is in power? 

HEFNER: I m a firm believer in person¬ 
al freedom. I think it’s difficult to identi¬ 
fy anything that is more important than 
fighting for our rights to live the lives 


we want to live. That’s why I’m a proud 
American and I suspect that’s why so 
many international communities have 
attempted to adopt some version of 
an American Philosophy in their own 
way. In regards to political aspirations, 
right now I’m completely focused on the 
Company. It’s hard to imagine not be¬ 
ing here. When I walk into our offices in 
Beverly Hills I feel at home. What is im¬ 
portant, and I am constantly conscious 
of this fact, is that I have an organization 
that I can use as a tool to help come up 
with solutions to problems we face. My 
personal belief is anyone in a position 
to help others has a moral obligation to 
do so. I am grateful that is a core part of 
Playboy’s DNA because of my Dad and 
my Sister. That legacy of fighting for civil 
liberties will continue to live on while 
I’m here. 

Q7: We believe it’s a step in the right direction 
to bring back nudity to the Playboy publica¬ 
tion, but how did that move affect the brand? 
HEFNER: The move to return to nu¬ 
dity has positively impacted the brand. 
It was a mistake to remove a quality 
that makes Playboy, Playboy. I had a 
short list and that was one of my first 
orders of business when I stepped into 
the role of Chief Creative Officer. We’ve 
seen positive brand and business senti¬ 
ments as a result. 

Q 8 : Your fiancee Scarlett Byrne appeared in 
the Harry Potter movies. By any chance, are 
you a Harry Potter fan? 

HEFNER: I’m a big Harry Potter fan. Al¬ 
though Scarlett will likely get upset with 
me for saying it, I think I’m a much big¬ 
ger fan that she is! I grew up with the 
books and films like many other mil- 
lennials. I’m a sci-fi and fantasy geek at 
heart. I think a lot of my love for this 
particular genre came from being intro¬ 
duced to classic adventure and monster 
films by my Dad as a young boy. 

Q9: How did you feel when you started attend¬ 
ing Playboy parties at a young age? 

HEFNER: Contrary to what many 
might assume, I actually wasn’t attend¬ 
ing parties as a very young boy. Sure, 


I would try and sneak downstairs, but 
security was pretty good at keeping 
my friends and I out. I would try and 
watch from above, see what was hap¬ 
pening. It wasn’t until I was eighteen 
that I began attending Midsummer 
Nights Dream and the other events. 
We certainly do know how to throw 
the best parties in the world. I can say 
confidently, I wouldn’t have wanted to 
grow up anywhere else. 

Qic: Any plans to buy back the Playboy Man¬ 
sion or do you intend to build your own leg¬ 
endary party house? 

HEFNER: That was a tough time in my 
life. You have to remember that while 
the rest of the world was interested 
in the fact that the Playboy Mansion 
was selling I was losing my childhood 
home. It was difficult, but 1 under¬ 
stand the decision. 1 wouldn’t throw 
it out of possibly that there very well 
could be another Playboy Mansion in 
the future. 

Q11: Who is Cooper Hefner outside of the 
Playboy office? 

HEFNER: Similar to the man inside. I 
pride myself on having a strong work 
ethic. The office itself has an enter¬ 
tainment quality to it. We have a beau¬ 
tiful bar in the lobby where we host 
Thirsty Thursdays and other evenings. 
There isn’t much of a different other 
than being hyper focused on the orga¬ 
nization. After hours we get to loosen 
up our ties a bit and have a fun time, 
but working at Playboy allows for that 
happen throughout the day as well. 
Q12: Since Hugh popularized pajamas for 
social functions, what’s your go-to attire for 
the office and parties? 

HEFNER: In celebration of legacy, and 
comfortable pajamas, I actually wear 
the same silk PJ’s to some of our events 
when it’s appropriate. Other than that, 
my office attire is often dictated by what 
my day looks like. I will say, if I could 
role out of bed and wear PJ’s to work, 
while being taken seriously, I would do 
it every day. My Dad deserves a pat on 
the back for pulling that off. 
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Qi3= What’s it like working with your half- 
sister and former Playboy CEO, Christie He¬ 
fner? 

HEFNER: Christie isn’t involved in the 
company anymore so we don’t work to¬ 
gether in that capacity. I seek her advice 
when appropriate on certain business 
and brand matters. We also sit on the 
Hugh M. Hefner Foundation board, 
which is a not for profit organization 
dedicated to protecting personal free¬ 
doms and the First Amendment. I’ve al¬ 
ways admired her tremendously. She is 
someone I can comfortably say I look up 
to. She’s a remarkable woman. 


Q14: What can you say about the prospect of 
working with Marston Hefner in Playboy? 

HEFNER: Marston is actually a writer. 
He lives in Fos Angeles and has chosen 
to live a more private life. He’s very hap¬ 
py. 1 don’t suspect he’ll be engaging with 
the organization anytime soon. 

Qi* : Walk us through a normal day for Cooper 
Hefner? 

HEFNER: I don’t think any day is “nor¬ 
mal”. Whether it’s putting the magazine 
together with our editorial and art team, 
determining a new product for us to 
launch in a market, working on a digital 
strategy, or traveling somewhere for a 


new meeting. My life, in some respects, 
is a direct reflection of how interest¬ 
ing and diverse our business really is. 
I don’t have a traditional gam to 5pm 
job. I’m grateful for that. 

Q16: What’s your drink of choice? 

HEFNER: I alternate depending on 
the mood I’m in and the company I’m 
around. If I’m enjoying a night out I’ll 
have a vodka and Redbull. A lighter 
social, I like a corona and lime. If it’s 
a casual cocktail reception a Macallan 
scotch. That’s my favorite drinks. 

Q 17 : You’ve been linked to geek events 
through HOP. What are the things and titles 
that you’re currently geeking out on? 

HEFNER: I think Harry Potter takes 
the cake on titles I continue to geek on. 
It makes my relationship a bit more in¬ 
teresting as well. 

Q18: What’s the direction in which you intend 
to take Playboy in the foreseeable future? 

HEFNER: The objective is the same as 
it has always been. Continue celebrat¬ 
ing life, sex, exploring culture, and pro¬ 
tecting personal freedoms. Work with 
a team to deliver the brand in new and 
unique ways as technology continues 
to evolve and new product categories 
are introduced to market. Host the 
greatest parties and remind people to 
be thoughtful of the life they’re living 
while never forgetting to have a great 
time and smile while they’re on the 
ride. 

Q 19 : At a young age, you’ve achieved a lot of 
success. What advice can you give to young 
professionals who are struggling with their 
careers? 

HEFNER: I’m incredibly lucky to have 
had a wealth of opportunities. My two 
cents would be believe in yourself, while 
being self of aware of your strengths 
and weaknesses. So much of success is 
based on preparation and luck. Be pre¬ 
pared when your opportunity comes 
otherwise you’ll miss it. 

Q2c: What do you think will you add to the 
legacy of Hugh Hefner? 

HEFNER: My father and I are differ¬ 
ent people, but we share many of the 
same values. My hope in life is to have 
a great time, to participate in making 
the world a better place for the many 
generations to follow mine. That was 
my Dads objective and he achieved it. 
I’m grateful everyday to be a part of 
my family. I’m grateful every day that I 
have the father I have. □ 
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T “There’s more to me than meets the eye,” 
proclaims Miss May Barbie Takei, whose words 
flow out of her lips like a brush of satin. The 
wispy-framed, porcelain-skinned beauty exudes 
an aura of mysterious ethereal appeal that can 
draw anyone to her presence. As such, any normal man 
would be obliged to admire her looks from a distance, and 
judging by her words, it can only get better the closer you get. 

Truth is, it’s hard to pinpoint where this mesmerizing 
beauty gets her arresting good looks. A mishmash of different 
features thanks to her multinational background, Barbie 
notes her heritage for her singular appeal. “My mom is 
Tilipina-Spanish and my dad is Italian-Japanese, so I’m more 
like a melting pot of races.” Blessed with all the best features of 
her various ethnicities, it comes as no surprise that modeling 
found the lithe lady early in life. 

“I started modeling at 13 , in a mall ramp show. My cousin 
and I went backstage to inquire, and just like that, on the spot, 
they asked me to walk the ramp,” Barbie reveals. 

Unfortunately for the modeling industry, it wasn’t a career 
that she could pursue at the time. “I had to travel back and 
forth between Manila and Tokyo, so I couldn’t take the time 
needed to invest in a modeling career. And I was still studying, 
so there wasn’t room for anything more in my life.” 

That isn’t to say that modeling fell by the wayside; it pursued 
her like a dogged suitor. But there were certain limits that she 
had to abide by, being a lass who was below the age of consent 
at the time. 

“I’m blessed with big boobs despite my slender physique, 
so I was asked to pose for my first revealing shoot when I was 
just 16 - I felt I was too young then and decided against it.” 

A decade later, we’re grateful that Barbie finally heeded 
modeling’s call. In her initial venture into print, she graces 
our magazine with a brazen approach that belies her angelic 
demeanor. 

“I’m a workaholic go-getter who approaches jobs with guns 
blazing. I go all-out!” she muses. “Plus, posing for Playboy is 
such an amazing opportunity. Prestige and class come with 
it. I’m glad it was Playboy that popped my cherry!” she adds 
with a laugh. 

Despite her bi-coastal upbringing, Barbie is adamant that 
she is pretty low-key and low-maintenance in her personal 
life. She casually mentions that her dream date consists of 
just “dinner and a movie, nothing too extravagant.” She would 
rather take her time when getting to know guys and see if a 
deep connection can be forged. This isn’t to say, however, that 
the head-turner likes to keep it plain and simple in all aspects 
of her life; there’s a wild streak in her that she fully embraces. 

“I remember this one time a guy and I decided to do it at 
the back of his car,” Barbie recalls. “We parked in a dim lot, 
off the side of the road on the way to Tagaytay. It was difficult 
to move, but it was a really fun experience!” 

Bad boys tend to excite her, and she likes the thrill of 
taming them. “I get super aroused when it seems like he can’t 
get enough of me. That’s the biggest turn-on!” 

While bad boys get her gears running, the sweet-faced 
siren also admits to having a soft spot for sweet guys. “I like 
malambing guys, especially those who check up on me. I find 
it romantic.” 

With a face like an angel, it’s easy to see why men worship 
at the altar of Barbie’s feet - as we at Playboy gladly do. 
And instead of picking out the good ones, she plucks the 
charmingly bad ones and sees how good they really are. Are 
you good enough? 0 
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“I’m blessed with big boobs despite my slender 
physique, so I was asked to pose for my first 
revealing shoot when I was just 16 -1felt I was 
too young then and decided against it.” 
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A Playmate is a paragon of beauty andfreedom. More than fust a cover girl, she is a leading 
lady as the subject of men’s desires and a symbol of women’s aspirations. For the past decade, 
our pages have been graced by some of the most beautiful women in the country, some of 
whom have set a high bar for other Playmates to follow. These women have elevated the very 
definition of being a Playmate and have made a lasting impression in the hearts and minds of 
readers. Consider this a toast to 10 of the most iconic Playboy Philippines Playmates. 




BY PAUL 




VENCESLAI 


SAY DAVID 

MAY 2015 

The moment 2 cic PMOY Billy 
laid eyes on Say, she instantly 
knew that the siren in front of 
her is “Playmate of the Year 
material” and she's right! Upon 
winning Playmate of the Year 
in 2017 , Say has put on a mas¬ 
terclass in bringing in more 
prestige to both the title and the 
brand. Not a lot of people can 
own the spotlight the way she 
does fas she has perfected the 
art of intermingling depth with 
wit$ sass, and a healthy dose of 
amatory charm. Moreover , she 
alsp devotes a part of her time 
to charity while running a retail 
business and doing a web show 
with Playboy Philippines. She 
is simply on another level com¬ 
pared to the average model. 








ANDREA 

SHIN 

APRIL 2 0 0 9 


ARRA 

PASGUAL 

SEPTEMBER 2014 



Not a lot of guys are made to 
handle the devilishly sexy gaze 
of Playmate Andrea. Turns out, 
her peepers possess a set of 
skills beyond the ability to send 
any normal man to a happy 
reverie. Andrea has a natural 
eye for design, which led to her 
current job as an interior de¬ 
signer for a reputable company 
in Singapore. Her ability to 
spot ladies who are Playmate 
material is also remarkable as 
evidenced during her time as a 
talent liaison officer for Play¬ 
boy Philippines. As a Playmate, 
she is absolutely stunning, 
having been selected to appear 
in Playboy Apparels billboards 
all across Asia. 




Arra Pascual has a lot 
feathers in her cap, one 
of which is being a Play¬ 
mate and another is being 
a renowned DJ who has 
toured 18 countries with 
her music and is current¬ 
ly the resident spinner of 
Cove Manila. In her spare 
time, she runs a YouTube 
vlog where she details the 
notable parts of her day 
and the finer points of her 
craft. Playmate Arra will 



keep your eyes pinned to 
her in whatever she does, 
as she's as cute as a button 
and owns a slender frame 
blessed with deadly curves. 
She is an addiction. 


.<# 




JOY 

PAGURAYAN 


APRIL 2008 


Appearing in the maiden 
issue of Playboys local 
iteration, Joy Pagurayan 
holds the acclaim of being 
the first Playboy Philip¬ 
pines Playmate along with 
l her fellow Philippines' 
fNext Top Model alumna, 
Weng Santos. Now a 
real estate agent based 
* in Hong Kong, she never 
lost her stride as a model, 
continuing to secure a 
good amount of bookings 
to this day. As such, Joy 
is a living example of the 
age-old company adage, 
“(Jnce a Playmate, always 
a Playmate." 


PARIS 

EIVISSA 

SEPTEMBER 2013 

Playmate Paris has worn 
numerous hats in her ca¬ 
reer - most notably a chef's 
hat, a headband with bun¬ 
ny ears as a Playmate, and 
a classy fedora as a talent 
executive for the Playboy 
office - and she has made 
it a mission to excel at ev¬ 
erything that she does. As 
skilled in the kitchen as 
she is in front of the cam¬ 
era, this enchanting head- 
turner had spent much of 
her career as a chef at a 
renowned hotel and is now 
geared to fly to the United 
States to further advance 
her culinary pursuits. 
Paris is, for all intents and 
purposes, a woman of sub¬ 
stance. 
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WENG 

SANTOS 

►◄ APRIL 2 0 0 8 

One look at Playmate 
Weng and you will in¬ 
stantly recognize that she 
belongs to the modeling 
runway and in front of the 
camera. After all, she was 
a participant in the first 
cycle of Philippines' Next 
Top Model and carries the 
distinction of being the 
first Playboy Philippines 
Playmate (together with 
Playmate Joy Paguray- 
an). She may have settled 
down in life already, but 
everyone knows that if 
she scratches the itch to 
go back to the runway, all 
eyes will be on her anew. 



KRISTIANNA 

HERRERA 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

The term “ badass" is 
tossed all too casually 
nowadays, but if there's 
anyone who deserves to 
patent the rather coveted 
title, Playmate Kristi- 
anna Herrera (aka Kim¬ 
berly Custodio) happens 
to be in the front line. 
She is a multiple time 
jiu-jitsu champion in 
the Philippines, has won 
medals from interna¬ 
tional competitions, and 
claimed a silver medal 
in the world's most 
prestigious jiu-jitsu 
tournament: the World 
Jiu-Jitsu Champion¬ 
ship. Given her movie- 
star looks, the “Armbar 
Queen" can break every 
bone in your body and 
you will probably like it. 


IEWELLE 
DE VERA 

MAY 2010 

Productivity is in the life¬ 
blood of Playmate Jewelle 
who works in real estate, 
owns a car shop, and is 
in the process of opening 
another business. Cer¬ 
tainly not just a pretty 
face and a sexy body, she 
used her experience as 
a Playmate as a train¬ 
ing ground on how to get 
along with all types of 
people, from high-pow¬ 
ered executives to her 
modeling peers, which 
she eventually used to 
further her career in real 
estate and close business 
deals. No wonder her fel¬ 
low Playmates fondly call 
her “Miss Congeniality." 










As Playboy Philippines' very 
first Playmate of the Year 
(PMOY), Billy continues to be 
the benchmark not just for Play ^ 
mates, but for PMOY winders 
as well. Over the years, she has 
represented the brand with pride 
and has a je ne sais quoi to her, 
beyond her entrancing visage, 
that commands reverence from 
others. She is a queen through 
and through, with her palace be¬ 
ing the Playboy Philippines of¬ 
fice where she resides as the VP 
of operations. Bow down to the 
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“I find time to meet friends, go to yoga, 
spend time with my dog, or simply enjoy 
doing nothing for a moment,” she says. 

With such an expansive set of compe¬ 
tencies, Karolina’s hobbies and interests 
are varied. She loves to read books, citing 
Charles Bukowski as a particular favorite 
and nourishes her soul by traveling and 
through art appreciation. Physical activi¬ 
ties like skiing and diving are also listed 
under her usual pursuits. 

As a driven and intelligent individual, 
Karolina expects your undivided attention 
when talking to her and would love at least 
a bit of wit in her conversations. She may 
be career-oriented, but she makes sure 
that her heart is always in the right place. 

“I am ambitious and independent,” she 
shares. “However, I am also very sensitive, 
which is why the time spent with my loved 
ones are on top of my priority list.” 

As such, spending an evening with Kar¬ 
olina is a pure sensory pleasure. You will 
adore what you will see, be enthralled with 
what you will hear, and never forget what 
you are bound to feel. She is nothing short 
of an enigma. Q 


P olish bombshell Karolina 
Wozniak isn’t a lady to be sole¬ 
ly defined by her good looks 
however one would point out 
her arresting physical assets. 
After all, she earned an English Philosophy 
degree from the University of Warsaw in 
2015 while juggling a then-fledgling career 
as a model and is the owner of Kawai Art 
Gallery, a place that exhibits modern art 
and serves an endless stream of cham¬ 
pagne. 

“I’ve done much in the modeling indus¬ 
try already,” she admits. “Some time ago, I 
opened the art gallery so my ambitions and 
biggest priority at the moment is to make 
the business more successful.” 

True enough, Karolina’s resume as a 
model is a laundry list of achievements. 
Catching her big break when a sportswear 
label scouted her at a gymnastics competi¬ 
tion, she has participated in cosmetic cam¬ 
paigns, modeled for clothing brands, and 
graced the pages of various international 
publications - including Playboy Croatia - 
since. So what keeps this stunning siren on 
her toes outside of work on normal days? 
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“Iam ambitious and independent,”she shares. 
“However, lam also very sensitive, which is 
why the time spent with my loved ones are on 
top of my priority list.” 
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A CIRCLE IS MADE 
OF TINY DOTS 

BY KIM FADALLAN FANER 

ILLUSTRATION BY GRACE IGHUT 
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Brian Organza was stirred from a rarefy deep slumber by the alarm 
clock on his wife's side of the bed. He reached for it with eyes closed , 
not noticing that Renee was not lying with him. He looked at the 
digital display of the device , which announced 7:4c AM in deep red. 

He felt groggy. He shook his head while feeling for the night lamp 
switch. He opened his eyes and saw their bedroom dimly lit. He 
immediately felt the change. He was wearing a nightgown — Renee's 
nightgown. He went to the nightstand and confirmed that he was 
indeed inside his wife's body. 


He tried not to panic. He looked for himself— 
his body—and wondered what had happened 
to him. He walked around the room and noted 
how remarkably light he carried himself, 
precisely how Renee did. I guess it’s really the 
body that controls a person’s movements, he 
thought. 

Staring at the bathroom mirror after 
scanning the house, Brian decided to still go 
to their porcelain shop despite the absurd 
state of things. He didn’t want to ask anyone 
in the house, because he didn’t want anyone 
to think something’s up. As his convoy neared 
the shop, Brian tried to brush all these 
troubling thoughts away. It was the quarterly 
fifteen-minute stakeholders’ meeting. And if 
there’s one thing he can do regardless of the 
body he was in, it was dominating these brief 
meetings. 

In a satin red dress, Brian sat down 
at one of the five seats around the round 


wooden table at a secret back room in their 
porcelain shop. Seated with him were the 
four gentlemen—the French, the Cuban, the 
Russian, and the Korean—their partners. 
No one dared ask why he, Renee, was alone 
and where he, Brian, was. “Gentlemen, in the 
absence of my husba—” 

“We know this is difficult for you, Renee,” 
interrupted the Korean. “With Brian’s recent 
sudden death, we have to admit we are a bit 
surprised that you have even come to attend,” 
he continued, his concern penetrating through 
the softness of his accent. 

Death? Brian thought. He felt his eyes 
open wide. With his reaction, the four 
gentlemen’s silence married with his own. He 
looked at them and tried to keep composure. 
1 le suppressed his restless chest, took a deep 
breath, and began the talk. 

The Korean announced a new material 
for a bullet. Brian took in very little of the 


session. Everything seemed normal, as if he 
did not die. As if he was never really needed 
in the business. Realizing this, he felt a strange 
warmth form in his lady chests creeping to 
his face. When the heat reached his eyes, 
tears had to roll. He stood up, faced the wall, 
and wiped his face dry. Damn hormones, he 
thought. 

Back at home, he browsed the Internet 
about what happened to him. He couldn’t 
see any news about him. He began to wonder 
about Renee and feel how he was, for the 
first time in a long time, alone. Despite the 
questions in his head, he succeeded in falling 
to sleep. 

The next day, Brian was woken up by a 
hand gently shaking his side. “Get your ass 
off the bed, Tucho,” a grumpy, sleepy female 
voice announced. Realizing he’s not alone in 
bed, it only took a second for his senses to 
wake up. He replied, “Alright, alright.” In the 
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HE OPENED HIS EYES 
AND SAW THEIR 
BEDROOM DIMLY LIT. 
HE IMMEDIATELY 
FELT THE CHANGE. 
HE WAS WEARING A 
NIGHTGOWN 


middle of standing up, he stopped for a while, 
noting that the lady beside her addressed him 
in Spanish, to which he responded in the same 
language. 

He looked around. The woman in bed 
was already back to sleeping. The room 
was dark and small, but he was able to, as 
if automatically, walk to the bathroom. The 
Cuban, Tucho Garcia, stared back at him in 
the bathroom mirror, his large dark belly 
peeping from his white tank top. Madre de 
Dios, he uttered to himself. 

When he was all ready to go to leave, he 
found himself walking to a certain room in the 
house. Tlormaria, the Cuban’s wife, behind 
him, he discovered that the room they were 
walking to was a small chapel with short pews. 
The altar showed a large image of Our Tady 
of Charity. He knelt and gave into a knocking 
urge to recite the Holy Rosary. 

Inside the back room of the Organza’s 
shop, he met with Renee, the Trench, 
the Russian, and the Korean. Silently, he 
confirmed that it was exactly the scenario he 
experienced the day before inside Renee’s 
body. How could all these be happening? he 
asked himself with a calmness only the Cuban 
may possess. 

The Korean began and announced how 
his chemical engineers were finally able to 
find a way to make aluminum work well as a 
bullet. Brian noted how everybody, including 
himself, were drawn by the announcement. 
Aluminum is a cheaper and lighter alternative 
to lead alloy. Everyone would want that; the 
Americans would resell that; the Syrians 
would kill for that. And so the discussions on 
who to sell to commenced. 

A heated debate between the Trench and 
the Russian took over most of the meeting. 
This seemed like a normal discussion, but 
Brian heard things he did not hear the day 
before. He was silent, observing everyone, 
much like what everybody else expected of 
the Cuban. The conversation between the 
Trench and the Russian continued until Renee 
stood up and faced the wall. She was obviously 
crying. 

Brian wanted to console her, but the 
Trench interjected, “Oh, for god’s sakes!” 

To this reaction, Brian was not able to 
contain himself. “Tet her be emotional, 
Martin! Her husband just died!” Everyone fell 
silent until Renee was able to compose herself 
and go back to her seat. 

“We are in possession of a powerful thing. 
We should be careful with the people we sell 
these to. This can shift world power. Both 
you bring valid arguments. But I suggest we 


think more and talk it over during the next 
quarterly meeting,” he declared. Brian was 
a little surprised at how everyone seemed to 
have been listening to him with respect today. 
He has not been given that kind of recognition 
by this group before. 

On the Cuban’s marital bed, Brian was 
absent of any thought of Renee, made love 
with Tlormaria, and, exhausted, fell fast 
asleep. He did not even have the time to 
wonder what the next day will be. 

Toud rings assaulted Brian’s ears. Almost 
instantly, he sat straight up, hit the alarm 
clock, and shouted, “Marthe!” He ran his 
hands over the bedsheet made of Egyptian 
cotton, noting how everything he just did felt 
like a powerful force of habit. 

Two knocks on the door and a young lady 
came in. She turned the lights on and neared 
the bed. “Sir, today you have the quarterly 
meeting at the Organza’s porcelain shop 
at eleven hundred hours, while you have a 
dinner with Mademoiselle Josette Bernard 
in Amelie at nineteen hundred hours,” 
Marthe announced with a military cadet’s 
snappiness. Brian could feel how scared the 
woman was. “You have your suit ready by the 


table. Please call on me if you need anything 
else,” she continued in Trench. 

Brian checked the clock, which read 
6:02 AM, and figured that he still had a lot 
of time to survey the house. The Trench’s 
abode was larger than his own. He was living 
alone with his assistant and some maids. 
Brian wondered where he could learn more 
about the Trench and found himself walking 
toward a room at the corner of the second 
story. 

Inside were a lot of old photo albums and 
mementos. Brian smiled, realizing how the 
Trench could be so sentimental. He opened 
each of them and saw how he seemed to be 
always alone in the photos, lie was alone 
during trips to the Eiffel Tower, and he did 
not seem to have any friends supporting him 
in a national declamation contest he won. 
There were some photos with other students, 
but none were constantly with him in other 
pictures. Brian was suddenly gripped by an 
intense sadness for the Trench. 

Back in the bedroom, Brian checked if 
the Trench had social media accounts. On 
Tacebook, he only had fifty friends, none of 
which seemed to be interacting with him. 
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He checked his messages and found out that 
Mademoiselle Josette Bernard was actually 
someone he only met on a dating site. Brian 
heard himself sigh. 

On his way to the porcelain shop, Brian 
decided to help the French and prepare for 
the date he would have for the evening. A 
traffic jam along the way caused him to feel 
restless. He asked the driver to find a better 
and faster way to reach the Organza’s shop. 
The driver did not know any other route, so 
he shouted at him, called Marthe, and asked 
for an alternative way. He barely arrived at the 
shop on time. 

The Korean’s announcement snatched 
him a bit from the thought of the dinner. 
He heard the Russian deliver yet another 
sickening piece about the Mother Russia, and 
so he immediately prepared for a rebuttal. 
“No offense, dear Konstantin, but I think the 
Russians can be as aggressive as the US. And 
with something like this, you might begin 
mobilizing against neighboring countries. It 
started with Ukraine. Or have your forgotten 
that?” he answered, well aware that the 
sarcasm in the last sentence would surely hit 
the right buttons. 

The Russian slowly answered each point 
he raised, bringing him closer and closer to 
the boiling point. Brian was about to shout 
at the Russian when Renee stood up and 
faced the wall in tears. The sight of Renee— 
which was actually himself—all too weak and 
emotional pushed him to an indescribable 
state of frustration. “Oh, for god’s sakes!” he 
snapped. 

To everyone’s surprise—except Brian’s— 
the Cuban yelled back at him. Brian knew 
pretty well that it was him who screamed 
inside the Cuban, but it was still amusing 
to see the gentleman lose his temper for the 
first time. Everyone fell silent until Renee went 
back to her seat. Reclaiming calmness, the 
Cuban stated his opinion before the Korean 
adjourned the meeting by announcing another 
discussion he would need to bring up during 
the next quarterly session. 

Back at the French’s house, Brian 
studied Amelie’s menu, searched the closet 
for the best clothes to wear, and planned 
what they might do after dinner. He also 
took to heart the conversations the French 
and Mademoiselle Josette Bernard had in 
the dating site. His preparations for the 
date were laid out in extreme care. To him, 
nothing could go wrong. 

And indeed, nothing went wrong. Brian 
was very good at planning and anticipating 
unexpected scenarios. Mademoiselle Josette 


Bernard was a classy woman who conversed 
really well. After the hearty dinner sprinkled 
with laughter, they went to an orchestra 
concert where she let him hold her hand. 

Martin owes me a lot, Brian said to 
himself, ready to fall asleep on the French’s 
bed. The quietness of the room brought 
back all the bigger questions. Now that he 
was dead, where will his consciousness go? 
lie thought of Renee. Would she repossess 
her body after this recurring day? Countless 
thoughts and questions lulled Brian to sleep. 

Brian woke up with the help of nothing 
and no one. He looked around and saw a 
different room from the French’s. He went 
straight to the window covered in thick 


curtains. He moved the curtains and was 
entranced by the view of the city, which was 
slowly being bathed with the yellow rays 
of sunrise. Amid the view, he saw the faint 
reflection of the Russian against the glass. 

There was no better way to know anyone 
than to look at his computer. So Brian 
opened the Russian’s laptop and tried to see 
what he could discover. He was astonished 
to see different poems, all revering Mother 
Russia. Brian had always seen the Russian 
as a passionate and patriotic man but did not 
expect him to go as far as write poetry about 
her. 

All groomed up, Brian stepped out of his 
room. He immediately recognized that he was 
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“I GUESS IT’S REALLY 
THE BODY THAT 
CONTROLS A PERSON’S 
MOVEMENTS,” 

HE THOUGHT. 


just inside one of the bedrooms in a bigger 
hotel suite. Two large men were waiting at the 
lobby, each seemed ready to pounce at anyone. 
“Anytime you’re ready, Sir,” the blonde one 
announced. 

“Let’s go, Sergei,” he firmly answered in 
Russian. On the way to the shop, after reading 
the Russian’s poems, a sense of romance 
seized him, making him see things from a 
more sensitive and emotional state of mind. 
While he saw his present circumstances as a 
chance to make him see his partners from a 
different light, he also began to miss home 
and Renee—his own sources of romance and 
inspiration. 

Once again, he entered the back room. 
Behind him, by the wall, stood Sergei and Igor. 
The others, except the Korean, also had their 
own guards behind them. Brian knew exactly 
how things would happen. But seeing how 
Russia, like any country, was standing below 
the US, he resolved to fight for the country’s 
right to the new bullet material. 

“Mother Russia deserves this kind of 
advantage. Tor the past decades, we have 
been merely standing ground. The aluminum 
bullets should not be given to the US, I think. 
It would only make them stronger,” Brian 
declared, perfectly anticipating the Trench’s 
counterarguments. 

The table was dominated by Brian 
and the Trench, each not giving in on the 
debate. All throughout, Brian tried to keep 
his calm though he could sense that the 
Trench is getting more and more aggressive 


and personal. He found it strange that he 
was debating against himself, the Trench. 
Nonetheless, he did not want to give in, most 
especially because he knew that the Trench— 
or him inside the Trench’s body—did not have 
anything against Russia at all; the Trench was 
merely especially anxious today. And Brian 
did not want to have Mother Russia denied 
with this new discovery simply because of a 
partner’s bad mood. 

He was very much drawn to his discussion 
with the Trench that he was a bit startled when 
Renee suddenly stood up and faced the wall, 
crying. The Trench snapped, but the Cuban 
was able to handle the situation well. 

“Renee does not seem fit enough to 
adjourn this meeting, so let me do it instead,” 
the Korean pronounced. No one objected. “But 
before I do, I just want everyone to prepare 
for the next quarterly meeting. I will, again, 
have an announcement that we would need to 
discuss,” he slowly continued. Intrigued, Brian 
asked if they could discuss it now. 

“I’m afraid it would have to wait until 
the next quarterly session, Mr. Novikov,” the 
Korean denied with a reassuring smile. 

In the Russian’s hotel room, Brian 
contemplated how the session went. The 
Cuban’s—or his own—words during the 
meeting struck him now. Their venture has 
grown into something undeniably powerful. 
He recalled how they started out merely as a 
porcelain shop with his wife, Renee. They met 
the Korean, who had connections to geniuses 
in his country. And that’s when they decided to 


work with ammunitions. The Cuban provided 
the clientele, which eventually grew. The 
Trench came with suppliers he seemed to 
always have by the neck. The Russian, lastly, 
had the means for mass production in secret. 

Brian never thought it would be easy, but 
he imagined it to be much more difficult. Now, 
they had the power to somehow dictate who 
wins in any war. These days, they had direct 
connections to defense bureaus they never 
even knew existed. Brian had never thought 
of the enormity of his success up until now. 
His satisfaction filled the Russian’s body to the 
bones and, for the first time, he could say that 
he was truthfully pleased with himself. 

This pleasant mood was what Brian took 
with him to bed. He, then, remembered the 
Korean’s announcement. What could that 
be? The Korean had never notified about an 
announcement beforehand. He shrugged 
it off. Among the partners, the Korean’s 
was the only body he was yet to possess. He 
closed his eyes, resolved in discovering that 
announcement the next day. 

Brian awoke with someone on top of him, 
strangling him. He pushed his assailant, who 
crashed onto the bedside table where the 
vodka he drank before sleeping was. He stood 
up from the bed and recognized that he was 
still in the Russian’s hotel room. He wanted 
to shout to the Russian’s guards but he forgot 
their names, as if they never existed to him. 
With the dark silhouette of the man in front 
of him, Brian began to panic. 

The man closed in on him and said in a 
rather familiar voice, “Konstantin, you dirty 
son of a bitch.” As the man advanced, Brian 
saw—and could not be mistaken about— 
who he was. He was wearing nothing but an 
underwear soiled at every inch. Brian was 
filled with horror when he saw his own body 
reduced to nothing but skin and bones. “You 
cannot hide me here forever,” he could hear 
his own voice say. 

Brian screamed to the top of his lungs. 
He and the perpetrator in his body heard the 
other room stir. The violator jumped in front 
of him. He saw, for the first time in days, Brian 
Organza face-to-face. He was paralyzed by the 
fire burning in his own eyes staring right at 
him. He felt a tiny pain in his chest and found 
an icepick impaling his breast. 

The tiny pain took over the Russian’s entire 
body. He heard the guards kicking the door, 
but he could not utter a sound. He looked at 
his own face, saw how the man was truthfully 
pleased with himself. Beside Brian Organza’s 
feet fell Brian Organza like a delicate fabric 
dropping from where it used to hang. O 
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TOURING SCENIC 
ILIGAN CITY WITH 
THE DAVID SISTERS 

2017 Playmate of the Year Say David and her sister 
Asian Beauty Sofia David recently visited their 
hometown, Iligan City, to shoot an upcoming 
web show called The David Sisters. While there, 
the two sweethearts took us to some of the city’s 
popular attractions, like the Tinago Falls and 
the Maria Cristina Falls, and had us sample the 
local fare, which we found delightful. They had a 
wealth of stories to tell - from how life was in the 
province and certain provincial traditions to their 
relationship growing up - and made sure our 
stay was one for the memory books. Iligan City is 
nothing short of astounding. 

Catch the premiere of The David Sisters soon on 
our Facebook and YouTube pages. 
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PLAYMATES’ 
NIGHT OUT 

Having one Playboy model at 
a party instantly turns up the 
heat. Having two induces heavy 
sweating. Now imagine over 
a dozen ladies, composed of 
Playmates and Asian Beauties, 
invading a venue - better call the 
fire department! 

On April 18, Chololos by CBG , a 
classy gastropub at Greenhills 
Town Center, hosted “Playmates’ 
Night Out,” which saw a large 
group of Playboy models tear up 
the dancefloor and get up close 
and personal with diners. DJ 
Clei Barcelona - who posed for 
Playboy in 2014 - set the night’s 
jovial tone by playing a barrage of 
up-tempo beats. As a result, the 
Playmates began partying with the 
customers, who in turn, chatted 
up and took selfies with the ladies. 
It was a night to remember for 
everyone in the event. 

Did you miss out on the party? 
Worry not for the Playmates are 
returning to Chololos really soon. 
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We have come a long way in our 10 years of serving iconic, intellectual, influential, and indulgent 
content, and it’s only fitting to commemorate one of the brand’s most significant milestones: our first- 
anniversary issue. 10 of our loveliest Playmates graced the cover and were the dazzling centerpieces 
of a nautical-themed pictorial Joining them on the center spread are Playmates of the Month, Andrea 
Shin and Ruby Basco. As an added treat for readers, we also included Tetchie Agbayani’s celebrated 
Playboy Germany shoot and got up close and personal with Gringo Honasan. The April 2009 issue is 

a prized piece for all collectors. 
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For table reservations and birthday packages, call +63917 550 8888 

For special event bookings, contact +63917 875 6846 / revelevents(a)thepalacemanila.com 

11th Avenue corner 38th Street, Uptown Bonifacio Taguig 
























































